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Let’s hope by the time you all read this edition of 
The Villager that Spring has finally arrived and you 
have all had a good Easter!  The village has 
certainly suffered with three bouts of snow, but it is 
good to see the daffodils begin to come out and the 
fields starting to be filled by all the little lambs. 

I am delighted to report that we have now received 
the £1000 grant from Warwickshire County Council for our table 
tennis tables, so we are on the case to purchase two tables that have 
the capability of being used outside as well, together with bats and 
balls.  We are planning on starting up a Table Tennis Club so we 
would be interested to hear from villagers of all ages who are keen 
and eager to get involved, from both a playing and club organising 
perspective. 

The Parish Council is also in talks with the Village 
Hall to provide improved heating arrangements so 
that we can put the Village Hall into greater use, 
particularly during the colder winter months. 

As you will see on page 4  we will be holding a 
Public Consultation in respect of two separate 
housing developments which are being proposed for 
the village from Moreton Morrell College and Spitfire 
Homes.  It’s really important that everyone, including youngsters, 
have a say in this consultation, as each involves a proposed plan for a 
playing field in terms of the future way forward for the village.  The two 
events are being held to provide guidance to the Parish Council on 
the views from villagers, so your opinions really count! 

The Parish Council met 
on the 19th March 2018 

 

To read the full minutes from the meetings and the latest news and updates  

please visit the Parish Council website. 

www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk 
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The new Council Tax demands will now have landed on the doormat 
and I can confirm the increased rates include an increase of 1% by 
Stratford District Council, 4.99% by Warwickshire County Council, 
6.25% by the Police and Crime Commission and 2% by Moreton Morrell 
Parish Council. 

The 6.25% increase by the PCC follows an extensive consultation with 
residents throughout Warwickshire and equates to an extra £1 per 
month and means the force can retain around 33 police officer posts 
that might otherwise have been lost.  The 4.99% increase by WCC 
includes a 2% increase which has been ring-fenced to help fund the 
increased pressures on Adult Social Care and Children's’ Services.  
This means that the Council Tax for a Band D property in Moreton 
Morrell will be £1773.07, which is similar to other smaller settlements.  

Now that the clocks have gone forward and we are now into summer 
time, please can I just highlight the importance of keeping our village 
footpaths, verges and fields clean and free from dog mess and remind 
all dog owners the importance of always carrying at least two bags with 
you.  Thank you for your assistance and help with this 
issue as it is equally important to bag and bin it from 
the fields as well as the footpaths. 

As we move towards the end of another year for the 
Parish Council may I take this opportunity to thank all 
the councillors and the clerk for their hard work, 
support and passion for making Moreton Morrell and 
Moreton Paddox great places to live. 

Anne Parry 
avparry1@btinternet.com 
07917 117737  

  

Anne Parry 

HJ DÉCOR: PAINTER & DECORATOR,  

Interior & Exterior work undertaken 

Free Estimates 
Reasonable prices and friendly service 

No job too small 
Lyndon Bufton 

Mobile: 07531005579   Phone: 01926 737079  

mailto:avparry1@btinternet.com
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FROM THE ALLOTMENTS 

What a difference a year makes. Last year, at time of writing, my first 
and second early potatoes were planted together with the first crop of 
peas, and both parsnips and carrots sown. This year – nothing so far. 
The soil is wet and cold and there is talk of more snow yet!  

When the sun does emerge, and by the time you read this, I am sure 
it will have,  no doubt there will be much activity on the allotments as 
we all try to catch up for the lost time. We deserve a good summer 
ahead. 

We still have some allotment space available – half or quarter plots. 
Why not give it a go this year? The great 
outdoor gym! Drop me an email if you 
are interested 
John.Moverley@amenityforum.net  

John Moverley 
01926 651726 

Why do potatoes make good detectives? 
Because they keep their eyes peeled. 

What do you get if you divide the circumference of a pumpkin by its 
diameter? 
Pumpkin pi. 

To join us on Facebook search for  
“Moreton Morrell Allotment Association”. 

Is Your Garden in Need of a Spruce Up? 
Retired local man looking for gardening work 

Contact Keith Gibbins on  

01926 651631  

or Mobile 07729 654981 

Mowing | Hedge Cutting 
Leaf Blowing  

 General Garden Work 
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Village Consultation  

The Parish Council has been 
asked to consider two different 
development schemes for 
housing in two different parts 
of the village.  This includes a 
proposal from Moreton Morrell 
College for a composite 
scheme of 34 houses on part 
of Triangle Field and part of the existing playing field, plus a proposal from 
Spitfire Homes for a scheme of 27 houses off Brook Lane. 

Both include an amount of green space for playing field areas with the 
College offer being on a long-term lease and the one off Brook Lane being 
gifted as freehold land from the landowner. 

The two schemes will therefore be put forward to villagers to consider 
and vote on at a public consultation event in the Village Hall on 
Thursday 19th April from 6pm – 9pm and on Saturday 21st April from 
9pm – 12 noon.  Villagers will be asked to give their comments and rank in 
order of their preference, i.e., either scheme A or B, both or neither.  
Decisions by the Parish Council will be guided by villagers’ response. 

This consultation is taking place only to inform the Parish Council about how 
villagers feel about these early proposals. Should any proposal proceed to a 
planning application, individual villagers; as well as the Parish Council; would 
be able to comment or make planning based objections at that time.  

At this moment in time Stratford District Council has an adopted Core 
Strategy together with what is known as a five-year housing land supply 
(5YHLS), which means any development of these scales would require 
community support particularly as both sites are immediately outside the 
village’s Built Up Area Boundary.  In the event that the 5YHLS was to slip – 
which could be caused by any delay to the Gaydon Lighthorne Heath, Long 
Marston Airfield development or other large scale development – then 
developers may have a more open door for development in the village. 

In addition, we do need to think about securing playing field facilities for the 
village in order to attract young families to live in Moreton Morrell.   

The Parish Council is therefore keen for everyone in the village to have their 
say and find out more about what each proposed scheme is offering.  So 
please put the dates in your diary and come along. 

Further details regarding the schemes will be released prior to the Public 
Consultation to give villagers a chance to digest the information beforehand.  
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BY STEVE HARVEY 

MARCH 

Dawn slowly breaks, with crescent moon and stars 
still hanging in the sky. As usual the Robins begins to 
sing. Pale blue spreads from the east then the Song 
thrushes join in. Now a new sound breaks through 
the thin cold air - drumming - no! not the neighbours 
but a Great Spotted Woodpecker. He's found a dead 
branch high upon a tree, close to the cottage. Not just 
any old branch, a specially chosen one with just the 
right acoustics to echo loudly over a distance. He 
pounds away sometimes moving to change notes, then stops to listen. Sure 
enough from across the sheep fields drums the reply and from the other side 
another answer. Three male Woodpeckers within hearing distance, all 
holding territories, drumming their song. 

By mid January the Robins in the garden were officially a couple, no fighting 
now, just side by side.  On 30th January a Starling began to sing high up in a 
Birch tree. He mimicked other bird song with a sweet mish mash of notes and 
rattles. He wasn't singing long before his mate sat alongside him. She must 
have been impressed by "The Voice" because passions quickly rose and 
their bond was sealed right there in the tree. The next day a pair of House 
Sparrows had the same idea. He chattered and flapped his wings making a 
real song and dance of it. No matter how cold it is the increasing day length is 
the trigger. So Nature pushes on and has its way. 

In cold Winters I usually see Siskins, a pretty little green bird from 
Scandinavia, often in large numbers. Early in the winter I saw two and that's 
all. If Birch, Alder and Spruce seed was plentiful back home maybe not so 
many would cross the North Sea. 

So many birds are feeding here. At times we've had blue Tit, Great Tit, Cold 
Tit, Greenfinches, Robin, Nuthatches and a Blackbird all on the bird table 
within 20 minutes. Yes, it is a big table. the Twitter Account is being 
stretched. 

At least the Foxes have finished their family planning now. Peace at last. The 
Muntjac deer still calls at night. Its always described as 'bark', but its often 
more like a small cow lowing. 

I put a little leftover salad leaves under the Cedar tree and a few sprouts to 
tempt the Deer. No luck with the Deer but I've found that Squirrels love 
sprouts! `in their morning scamperaide (I've just invented that word) they 
quickly ate the sprouts. They may find it hard to hold their tails steady after 
that! 
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BY STEVE HARVEY 

APRIL 

The month of March didn't come in like a lion or a 
lamb, much more like an annoyed Polar Bear.  For 
me, and the weather, forecasters, Spring begins 
logically on 1 March. However, Siberia had another 
idea and the dreaded white stuff spread its blanket 
across the country. 

Life outside got much has for the wildlife, in fact, life inside the cottage 
became 1963 with ice on the inside of every window. Old Jack Frost was 
painting away as my Mum used to say.  Along Europa Way Redwings worked 
in groups throwing snow and leaves up in the air hoping to find insects 
underneath. A Robin darted in taking it's chance in the flurry of activity. On 
the other side of the road it was sad to see all the trees had been cut down to 
make room for wider roads and more houses. Not one bird ventured there. 

On a happier note, a friend told me of a bird they had seen in the garden. "It 
was a bit like a thrush, I think its called yellow armpit bird,” she said. It was a 
Redwing.  Everything goes so quiet as snow falls and settles. A buzzard, 
forced to fly very low, flew passed me and under the Cedar tree, following the 
lane hoping to find anything edible on the ground. It made no sound as it 
flapped then glided away. 

The lambs huddled into their mothers in the sheep field behind the cottage. 
Uncountable numbers of birds frantically fed at our fast food outlet, staying on 
the feeders until the last light faded. 

In the morning the snow revealed possibly its only redeeming feature - 
TRACKS -  so many animal tracks. Lots of Fox activity. We've been lucky 
enough to see the dog Fox regularly. He's very handsome indeed with an 
amazing thick winter coat. Across the field a Heron had landed and it was 
clear to see that a Stoat had bounded along the edge of the brook. 

Its only Hedgehogs, Bats and Dormice that truly hibernate so everything else 
has to face the freeze to feed. Every morning the Squirrels 'scamper aided' 
for peanuts in the snow. The Jackdaws do their crazy, shouty flying circus 
round and round the cottage and the Raven gracefully flies it's territory, often 
resting in the Pine trees to watch and call. 

As the warm air pushed back in rain-washed the snow away. Pale yellow 
Primroses showed themselves again. The bird song became louder. Honey 
bees danced with Hellebores. Bumble Bees rumbled though the air. The new 
nest box was visited by a pair of Blue Tits. A couple of days later the pair 
were inside doing a lot of chirping and bumping about and I don't think they 
were moving the furniture! 
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE 

Lambing event 

Families flocked in droves to 
Moreton Morrell College on 
Saturday 16 March to see lambing 
ewes and their newborns. The 
return of the popular lambing event 
saw several hundred visitors watch 
over 40 live births at the working 
farm which forms part of the 
college’s campus. 

Members of the public were met inside the lambing shed by farm 
manager Henry Dingle, in order to learn about what happens during 
lambing and the newborns’ care. Youngsters got to hold and bottle-feed 
pet lambs as well as climb aboard a tractor. 

Visitors also enjoyed a tour with staff around the college’s animal welfare 
centre, which houses more than 100 species of animals including 
meerkats, porcupines, coatis, reptiles and other exotic animals. 

The college farm has a flock of 560 ewes which will have produced 
around 1,000 lambs by the end of the lambing season. Agriculture 
students get the opportunity to work directly with farm staff on a one-to-
one basis and participate in all the daily duties including lambing, feeding, 
bedding and the general management of livestock. 

Unfortunately, due to the snow, it had to close on the Sunday, but the 
college had wonderful feedback from visitors who came on the Saturday. 
It is hoped that this event will be part of the annual Moreton Morrell 
calendar once more. 

Dean Sharpe through to Chelsea  

Dean Sharpe, a Level 3 Diploma in Floristry student at Moreton Morrell 
has got through the RHS Chelsea Florist of the Year national final. This 
prestigious competition will be judged at the eponymous annual garden 
show in London on 23 May. He achieved this accolade by winning the 
regional Midlands final held in November at Moreton Morrell College last 
year with an exquisite bridal stole made of fresh flowers. Dean is an 
extremely talented florist who only started studying floristry at college in 
2014. He started up his own floristry business in April 2017 after winning 
a gold medal at the hugely influential UK World Skills competition held at 
Birmingham’s NEC in 2016. 

https://www.wcg.ac.uk/page/170/meet-our-farm-manager
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE 

Raccoon dogs new enclosure 

In March, after many months of planning, 
second year Level 3 Science and Pet 
Care groups coordinated the move of the 
raccoon dogs into their new enclosure. 
The students not only helped with the 
design and build of the area after 
researching the requirements of the 
species but also moved them, observing 
for signs of stress and behaviours. 

The raccoon dogs are at the college so 
students can be offered something more challenging in order to make 
them more work ready when going into employment.  A lot of animal 
establishments have these types of species, so the college’s animal 
welfare department needs to ensure students are able to work with them 
along with some of other exotic species such as porcupine, meerkats and 
coati. 

Guild of Bricklayers competition 

Three brickwork students from Rugby 
College (part of WCG) secured top spots in 
a regional bricklaying competition on 15 
March hosted at Moreton Morrell. The 
competition was organised by the Guild of 
Bricklayers and students from schools and 
colleges across the West Midlands took 
part in two age categories. Morgan Smith 
and Daniel Smith won first and second 
place, respectively in the junior competition 
whilst Connor Keyte secured second place in 
the seniors’ competition. 

Morgan Smith 

Moreton Morrell is on  

Discover your neighbourhood  

visit nextdoor.co.uk  

or download the app 
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STOP PRESS: SPEEDING THROUGH VILLAGE 
Following some recent incidents, the Parish Council  wishes to remind 
all residents to observe speed limits at all times and pay due care to 
pedestrians and horse riders. We have asked College to issue a 
similar reminder to all students and staff. 
For information, the College campus is now a pedestrianised zone 
during college hours so students must enter, park and leave at one 
entrance and cannot move through campus by car during the day. 

Prices from £7 
Call / Text Ed – 07702329313  

Lawn mowing  

ON YOUR BIKE 
I have a lovely bicycle, it sits in a bike shed that I bought especially for it.  It 
has sat there for years without being used. It would be fun to polish it off and 
go for a gentle ride now and then; if for no other reason that it would ease 
my guilt of never using it.  If you are in a similar position and would be 
interested in joining me now and then for a short bike ride then get in touch.  
You’d be doing me a favour and you never know we might have fun and 
blow our cobwebs away. 

If interested in helping me out call Alison on 07775 994131  
or email me at moreton.morrell@gmail.com 
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YOUR CHURCH 

On Good Friday, there was a walk 
visiting all our parishes, and culminating 
with soup and rolls and a service at 
Chesterton Church and on Easter day 
there were services at all our churches in 
the Benefice. Moreton Morrell Church 
held an Easter egg hunt, and Rosie Atkins made an Easter cake which 
was which was enjoyed by all.  If there is a ‘Great British Bake Off’ for 
young people then Rosie is a definite contender. 

During Easter week, a Theatre Group will be using our church to put 
on a play and it will be interesting to see how this is received. The use 
of The Room continues to increase with various activities and 
importantly including ones involving our local community. The school 
coffee mornings have proved successful and more are planned. Also 
the introduction of Sunday church each month in The Room has been 
very successful. 

Recently we had a Saturday morning working party in the churchyard. 
A lot got done and it was very enjoyable. We all enjoyed the delicious 
cake and refreshments on offer! Looking ahead, June 30th is the date 
of the summer fete – hopefully with good weather this year. 

Our church is the community church – so if you seek a moment of 
peace or time for reflection, why not sit a while in the church or 
churchyard. Also do join us for services – everyone is welcome.  

And to make you smile: 

At Sunday School they were learning how God created everything, 
including human beings. Johnny was especially 
intent when the teacher told him how Eve was 
created out of one of Adam's ribs. 
 Later in the week his mother noticed him lying 
down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny, 
what is the matter?" 
Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I 
think I'm going to have a wife." 

John Moverley  

Church Warden 
(first paragraph amended by Editor) 
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Free Wi-Fi 
Hotspot 
        at Moreton Morrell Village Hall 

To access the service , search Wi-Fi on your 
device for MMPC-VH-FREE-WIFI and connect 

MUSINGS FROM IRENE 

Christmas 2018 yes, I do know what I've just written. I was watching 
television news over a month ago (February!!!!) and there was an article 
about the "must haves" next Christmas, it was a trade fair in 
Birmingham. We'll call it Irene's rant this month. Does anyone else feel like 
me that Christmas should begin around the end of November. Here we are 
in March, towards the end I know but there's a long way to go 
before December 25th.  

We have Easter which is a festival in many ways remember, lots to 
celebrate, I always love Easter in Church because of all the flowers, and of 
course the Easter Egg Hunt.  Soon the churches and schools will be 
organising their fetes, people will be booking holidays or days out, perhaps 
to the sea side. And then it's Harvest and later Bonfire Night.  

So please don't start thinking of Christmas yet, enjoy the Spring, Holidays 
and Fetes. And When Christmas does arrive it will be filled with happiness. 
Enjoy the Summer.  

VILLAGE WELCOME PACK  

The Village Welcome Pack is available to anyone who is new 
to the village or perhaps returning after a spell away.   

If you would like to obtain a copy please contact  

Jane Cleeton: cleej1@btinternet.com    01926 651529  

Or visit www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk to download. 

Keep up to date 
www.facebook.com/Moretonmorrellpaddox 
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Bring and Share Photo session , scanning opportunity, with 
coffee and cake for sale 
There is a lot of interest currently in old photos of Moreton Morrell and 
it's residents. On Saturday 14th April we will host a coffee morning 
where we hope people will bring up any old or even interesting modern 
photos of the village to show us all. We will have scanners in the Room 
at the church, and would like to scan to memory sticks any photos , and 
then may later host an exhibition, maybe make up a book, or any other 
ideas you may have. Come along, meet the current and past 
residents...... 

Saturday 14th April  
at The Room, at the Church 
9.30 –11.30 am 
Teas, coffees and cakes for £1.50  
Any questions contact Sara 
Lawton 651371 
or saralawton1@outlook.com 

Village Choir 
The choir is held every 
Tuesday  
(except school holidays) 
7.30pm - 8.30pm in the School Hall. 

Anyone can join, just turn up. 
Just £3.00 a week to cover costs. 

Contact Sarah Irwin on 01926 651 364 
 

Here’s what some us say about it…. 
✓ “It is the best hour of the week, and the shortest.” Hilary 
✓ “I always leave feeling happier than when I arrived!” Sara 
✓ “The choir has such a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Nikki guides 

and supports us through each piece with ease. After a hard day with 
children it's the place to unwind and spend time with people in our 
community.”  Tracy 

✓ “Nicki is lovely, everyone is so friendly and singing is good for my soul “ 
Mel 

✓ “I usually arrive exhausted, and leave exhilarated!” Jenny  

mailto:saralawton1@outlook.com
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 A DATE FOR THE DIARY 

On 11th November 2018 Moreton Morrell will mark the end of World 
War One and 100 years of Remembrance. 

There will be a church service at Holy Cross 
Church, followed at 10.55a.m. by a gathering at 
the Church Gates so that names can be read, 
and a minute’s silence honoured. All villagers 
are invited to participate in this act of 
remembrance.  

In the evening at 7.00p.m., we will join with 
many other communities across the UK and 
overseas by lighting a WW1 Beacon of Light at 
Moreton Morrell School. This will be a 
collaborative event open to all sections of the 
community, specifically involving Moreton Morrell and Ashorne & Newbold 
Pacey Parish Councils, Moreton Morrell School, Moreton Morrell College and 
our local church. All villagers are invited to attend.    

Further details to be announced. For further information about the Beacon of 
Light, please contact Elizabeth Greetham at elizabeth@acttwo.co.uk or any 
member of the Parish Councils.  

 

The Community Café  
At Moreton Morrell Village Hall  

• April 19th instead of our normal meeting in the 
village hall we are organising an outing for 
afternoon tea in Lighthorne. Please contact Jo if you would 
like to join us. Cost will be £10 per person. 

will be open as usual at 11:00 am on the following Thursdays in 
the village hall—May 3rd & May 17th  

Everyone is welcome.  

We always have homemade cake and there is no charge for the 
refreshments so why not give us a try if you haven’t done so yet.  

Also with free Wi-Fi and use of the community laptop. 

For information contact Jo on 650068 
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Eyes Down 

Moreton Morrell Village Hall 

 Friday 18 May  

 Friday 15 June  

 Friday 20 July  

7.00pm – 8.30pm (approx) All ages welcome 

£1.00 per card, up to 3 cards, each card to have a mini game plus a 
full house.  BYO snacks, drinks and pens 

For further details contact Katrina 651544 

Thanks to those of you who played Bingo last term.  Next term, All monies 
raised from the next 3 sessions will support World Wildlife Fund .   

Please find the time to come along, have some fun and help raise money for 
a worthwhile cause.  

Fun Quiz 
Friday 8th June 7.30 

In ‘The Room’  
at Holy Cross church 

£3 each to include snacks 
Teams of up to 6 

BYO drinks 
Book soon to avoid disappointment!  Tel 651371 or 651310 

Date for your diary 
The village fete will be held on 
30th June 2018 at the School  
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Dial a Ride UBUS service in Moreton Morrell 

Moreton Morrell has a dial a ride bus service which 
operates Mondays / Wednesdays / Fridays between 
9:30am and 2.30pm  

Travel locally and within the district to go shopping, visit 
friends or attend social groups.   

To register with UBUS or for more information please 
call 01789 264491 
between 09:30 – 14:30 
Monday – Friday,  

Return journey fare £5.40.  If 
you live in an Orbit property 
you receive a discount on 
your fare.  Ask the booking 
centre for details.  
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WRCC Back & 4th are expanding and looking for new additions to our 
team based from our depot in Wellesbourne. 

Minibus Drivers (8.38 per hour) 

Part time hours transporting children to and from school.  Either split 
shifts or weekly morning or afternoons to suit, during term time only. 

Applicants must hold a category D1 on their driving licence. 

Volunteer Minibus Drivers 

Do you have spare time to help your community? Our Volunteer 
Drivers transport community groups on outings and trips to a range 

on interesting places.   
All out of pocket expenses are reimbursed and full training is offered. 

Applicants must hold a D1 in their driving licence 

 Back & 4th positions are subject to an enhanced DBS check  

For more information, please contact David Wright on  

Tel: 01789 471595 or email: davidw@wrccrural.org.uk 

Job descriptions are available at wrccrural.org.uk 

WRCC is a registered charity No. 1081017 

Help us make The Villager 
Please send your news, events, letters, 
photos, stories and comments to  the editor:  
Alison Gregory  

By email: moreton.morrell@gmail.com  

Deadline for June edition  

29th May 2018 

This is your magazine, please do contribute in any way you can. 

Extra copies of The Villager are left in the church  

and a PDF copy is online at www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk  

mailto:davidw@wrccrural.org.uk
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Chair: Anne Parry  
Email: avparry1@btinternet.com  

Mobile: 07917 117737 
 

Vice Chair: Jane Cleeton 
Email: cleej1@btinternet.com   

Telephone: 01926 651529  
 

Clerk to the Council: Pam Routly  
Email: pamroutly@btinternet.com  

 

Councillors:  
James Gordon 
Bernard Keavy 

Gerry Slora 
Elizabeth Greetham 

Jo Ford  
 

Planning sub-committee 
Cllr Parry, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Keavy , Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford 

Playing field sub-committee 
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Greetham ,Cllr Slora, Cllr Ford 

Speed awareness sub-committee 
Cllr Gordon, Cllr Parry  

Village appearance and trees sub-committee 
Cllr Keavy, Cllr Gordon  

Village Hall, Church and College sub-committee 
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Keavy, Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford  

Footpath sub-committee  
Cllr Slora, Cllr Gordon 

The Next Parish Council Meeting  
AGM Monday 21st May 2018 

7.30pm start 
In the village hall 

All are welcome to attend 

For more news from the Parish Council visit 
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk  


