Sponsored by

Since our last PC meeting and report we
gathered
on
11th
November
to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of
WW1. The numbers who turned out to the
morning service and commemoration, and
particularly to the evening service on a cold
evening at the school is testament to who
we are as a village, and well worth all the
hard work by many people to make it
happen. The children worked hard to
design and deliver a wonderful tribute
which was deeply appreciated by everyone
who attended – thank you to every child who took part on the night and
others by making poppy stones and the wonderful poppy tributes.
Further thanks to everyone on the Organising Committee; Sarah Eadon
heateacher and all the staff at the school; School and Village Choirs;
our bugler Sebastian Foxwell; Reverend Rachel Saum;
Church
Wardens; all the Stewards and First Aiders: and finally Gerry and Keith
for our wonderfully improvised Beacon and keeping it alight.
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The metal poppy designed and made by
Dafydd Bowles, farrier at Moreton
Morrell College, is at school and will be
permanently fixed to the Church gates in
2019. We are grateful to WCG and
Dafydd for supporting us in this project.
We continue our constructive dialogue
with WCG about the Playing Field lease,
in the meantime the annual Playing Field
inspection has taken place, so we will
soon conduct a review of all equipment
and our development plan for the
Playing Field.
The Village Planters have been
refreshed for the winter season, thanks
to Mr and Mrs Howarth for their work to
keep the village looking fresh.

There have been numerous reports of
escaped sheep around College/Village, so we now have a number to
ring about any livestock issues – please call Henry on 07740 419327 to
report any sheep or other livestock escapes. Please respect this
number as for urgent livestock/farm matters only.
The Parish Council are pleased to have provided a significant additional
grant to the Village Hal for upgrade to doors and windows as this is
considered the best way to improve winter temperatures. We look
forward to some warmer meetings. Thanks to Councillor Keavy and the
Village Hall committee for their work to advance this. We also thank
Councillor Parry for two community grants awarded towards the
purchase of a bench in the Playing Field and a gazebo/marquee for
village events.

Keep up to date

www.facebook.com/Moretonmorrellpaddox
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2019 brings Parish council elections, so anyone
who wants to explore what we do is welcome to
our next meeting to observe. Councillors will also
be happy to answer any questions you have
about being a Parish councillor if you wish to
stand for election. We are fortunate to have a full
council group who are committed to doing their
best for the village and are mostly appreciated by
the village.
Elizabeth Greetham

As the year draws to a close, I’d like to thank
Alison Gregory for her work editing and producing The Villager, it is
sometimes a thankless task but I’m sure we all appreciate her
dedication and hard work.
Finally, as the festive season approaches, lets look out for those in our
community who need our support and companionship.
Elizabeth Greetham
Chair MMPC

The Parish Council met
on the 19th November 2018
To read the full minutes from the meetings and the latest news and updates

please visit the Parish Council website.

www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
Free Wi-Fi Hotspot
at Moreton Morrell Village Hall
To access the service , search Wi-Fi on your
device for MMPC-VH-FREE-WIFI and connect
using password mmfreewifi2016
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From the Allotments
It will soon be Christmas – where has the
year gone? I am sure that it is a factor of my
age but the years seem to go by so quickly
these days. Mind you it is not helped by the
shops turning to the festive season so early.
I was in a Garden Centre in early October
and already almost half the retail area had
been turned to Christmas stock!
The Moreton Morrell Allotment Association
recently held its Annual Meeting and it was
well attended. I was able to report that we
had only 1 allotment not taken in 2018.
Looking forward, whilst losing a tenant, we have two new ones and
someone has taken up our offer of a quarter plot. Therefore we now
just have a three quarter plot available on Brook Lane. This could go
as three separate quarter plots at £5 per year rent, or as a three
quarter plot at£12.
It would be good to have all our plots taken so, if you want to enjoy the
outdoor gym and in the process grow delicious vegetables, do get in
touch with me either by phone or email. Both are provided below. The
allotments are an important asset for our village and bring great
enjoyment so what are you waiting for – apply now!
It is of course a quiet period now on the plots although some crops are
still being harvested and indeed sown or planted. I am checking my
seed stocks, looking at catalogues and planning for 2019. Let us hope
for a great growing year and perhaps a little more rain next summer.
Happy Christmas to you all and remember, keep growing.
John Moverley
01926 651726
John.Moverley@amenityforum.net
What water yields the most beautiful veggie garden?
Perspiration!
Why do potatoes make great detectives?
Because they keep their eye's peeled
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BY STEVE HARVEY
NOVEMBER
Autumn came blowing in. Leaves turned, each tree species with it's own
colour signature. Birches always yellow, Oaks in ochre, Beeches in copper
through to yellow, Maples and Acers in Amber and reds. The same each year
and stunning every time, each leaf going out in a blaze of glory. Down below
they form a carpet for a myriad of insects to shelter under and a fast food
outlet to be sifted through by birds and animals.

Mid-October and Ladybirds are on the wing looking for the perfect place to
spend the Winter, tucking into window frames and under eves, clusters
forming like Roman shields against whatever the weather may throw at them.
About that time the Squirrels change their routine. Not many under the Cedar
tree looking for bird food. Instead they scamper
about gathering acorns and having nut cracker
parties in the old Walnut tree. Now and then a
Squirrel will drop a walnut and you hear it
crashing down through the twigs. They get more
crotchety now often screeching at each other up
in a tree probably warding off rivals from secret
stashes.
Also in September and October the crows embark on a bit of a Jolly. By this
time their kids are independent so the adults are, for the time being, free to
do a bit of calling and synchronised flying. I love hearing a Rook 'sing', it's
sort of squeaky, croaky, often flying alone just having a nice time. Then
there's the devilment aspect. I saw five Rooks giving a Buzzard a really hard
time. They flew towards it in a tight group and it was 'Game on'! The Rooks
took turns at swooping at the Buzzard who could do no more than swivel and
show it's talons. This went on for several minutes until the Rooks had pushed
it out of their airspace. I saw about a dozen Jackdaws surrounding and
mobbing a Sparrowhawk, chasing it for some distance before letting it go.
Now then, I've waited a couple of years to see what happens when 'Red Kite
meets Buzzard' - that could be a film. With Kites on the increase it had to
happen sooner or later. I wondered which would be the dominant species
and would there be a fight. Well, it happened. It was over the wide open
countryside in Butlers Marston. Two Red Kites flew low over a field
occasionally, rising then falling again, very relaxed and silent unlike the
Buzzard who flew towards them 'mewing'. It was joined by a second Buzzard.
I thought, 'here we go!' But to be honest nothing much happened. The
Buzzards made their point, shouting a few times, then they all flew together
briefly and parted. It may be down to individual personalities but at the end of
the day it's better to get on with your neighbours.
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BY STEVE HARVEY
DECEMBER
Most gardeners will have enjoyed a close
encounter with a Robin. Often sitting close
by, watching as they dig, any sign of a
squirming worn and they fly down to grab it.
Now, many a bird book will tell you this only
happens in the British Isles because we are
passionate gardeners. Well I had an
encounter with Mrs B, who wishes to
remain anonymous. "Can't think why
Beryl". Anyway, she told me that in France
Robins have followed Wild Boar since time
began knowing how the Boar turns over the soil similar to us, exposing
worms and insects. As humans developed into farmers and gardeners
Robins learned to follow us as well.
In late Summer the big old Cedar tree in front of the cottage begins to grow
its male catkins. There are thousands of them, each one standing upright,
about the size of a little finger. During October they change colour and are
loaded with pollen. Any breeze will release millions of pollen grains wafting
into the air. Everything gets covered, cars, windows, fences, grass in a pale
greenish yellow dust as if the BFG had sneezed into a giant tub of custard
powder. I love the thought that Victorians here would have seen the same
phenomenon from the same tree.
Flocks of Redwing fly over with their 'seep, seep" call often joined by the
larger Fieldfares with their 'chuckling' call coming in from Scandinavia to get
an easier Winter. Last Winter that plan failed didn't it?
Hedge Sparrows, or Dunnock, are very active round the garden, having
scuffles and sorting themselves out before Winter. They keep repeating a
one note whistle, one after another will join in until it sounds like a group of
football referees having a mass 'blow off' so to speak.
This is the first place I've lived where there are no Hedgehogs. The locals
around here, who are very lovely, and will be reading this. . . . . Tell me they
have never seen one. Well this looks to me like Hedgehog heaven. I'm
guessing, many years ago a population moved off or died out. So next year
our garden is going to be part of a Hedgehog release programme putting the
prickly ones back - fingers crossed.
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE
Poppies for Armistice Day
Moreton Morrell College joined the nation-wide effort
to commemorate the centenary of the end of the
First World War and Armistice Day in November.
Dafydd Bowles, blacksmithing and farriery instructor
was asked to create two commemorative metal
poppies for Moreton Morrell and Newbold Pacey &
Ashorne parishes by Elizabeth Greetham, chair of
Moreton Morrell Parish Council.
On Sunday 11th November, the poppy for Moreton
Morrell was presented at two ceremonies including
one at the Moreton War Memorial and a second at Moreton Morrell Primary
School which was organised by the school children and involved lighting a
beacon.
Dafydd said: “It has been a honour and pleasure to work with both parish
councils on this monumentally historic project. I took great pride in
producing these two poppies to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
end of the great war.”

Moreton Morrell’s poppy will be on display at the primary school for some
months, after which it will be permanently displayed as part of the war
memorial on the gateway to Holy Cross Church.
Barn owl populations are doing well
Over the past couple of years, Level 3 Wildlife and Countryside
Management students have been creating habitats for barn owls in the
local area. A recent survey has discovered that despite a very cold winter
followed by a very dry summer, the birds are doing well.
Licenced barn owl handlers performed health checks on a pair of adults
found roosting at one of the created habitats this autumn. The birds were
weighed, had their wingspan measured and were found to be in excellent
health. They also both carried identification tags on their legs.
The numbers on the identification tags
enabled the handlers to find out the
age of the birds and also to find out
how far they had travelled. Amazingly,
one of the owls had last been recorded
in Shropshire, meaning that this
individual had flown 93 km to get to
Moreton Morrell!
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE
Ag Careers Live trip
Level three Agriculture students from Moreton Morrell recently attended
the Farmers Weekly Ag Careers Live event at Villa Park, Birmingham
for employability week.
This gave them the
opportunity to come faceto-face
with
future
employers within the
agricultural industry as
well as higher education
providers. Students got
the chance to attend
seminars on a number of
career-based topics such
as graduate schemes,
apprenticeships
and
choosing the right career
path.

Higher education graduation ceremonies
Higher education equine, veterinary nursing, veterinary physiotherapy
and animal welfare students celebrated their academic achievements at
a graduation ceremony at St Mary’s Collegiate Church and Old Shire
Hall, Warwick on 12 October. The graduates, who have spent the past
few years living and studying at Moreton Morrell College donned gowns,
hoods and mortarboards at the Grade 1-listed Old Shire Hall before
moving with family and friends to the ceremony and presentation of
awards at the 900 year-old church.
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE
Floristry update
As
ever
the award-winning
floristry
department has been busy over the last
couple of months. Here are the latest
updates:
Level 3 students won a silver medal in the
College of the Year floristry competition
which took place at the FleurEx trade show in
October.
Former student Elaine Stoner and current
student Maria Marshall won a silver medal
and highly commended, respectively, at the
World Skills floristry finals that took place at
the NEC on 15-17 November. The floristry
competition is at the heart of the whole event which includes 60 skill
areas and 70,000 visitors.
Floristry course manager, Jane Benefield is now qualified as a national
floristry judge with the UK Floristry Judges Guild.
Floristry lecturer Laura Leong who won the Interflora Florist of the Year
competition in the summer is busy designing and preparing props ready
to ship to the USA for the Interflora world cup taking place in March
2019.
Students Hannah Beckley and Zoe Rowlinson are through the RHS
Chelsea Florist of the Year finals to be held next summer in the under
26 competition. Sarah Coughtry and former student Dean Sharpe are
through seniors’ final. Dean, who won his first Chelsea medal this year
has also been shortlisted for the Institute of Professional Florists’
Student of the Year.

HJ DÉCOR: PAINTER & DECORATOR,
Interior & Exterior work undertaken

Free Estimates

Reasonable prices and friendly service
No job too small
Lyndon Bufton
Mobile: 07531005579 Phone: 01926 737079
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Help us make The Villager
Please continue to send your news, events, letters, photos,
stories and comments by email to moreton.morrell@gmail.com

Deadline for December edition
28th January 2019
This is your magazine, please do contribute in any way you can.
Extra copies of The Villager are left in the church
and a PDF copy is online at www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
—————————————————————————

COULD YOU BE THE NEXT EDITOR OF THE VILLAGER?
We are looking for a budding enthusiastic newshound with a few
hours to spare alternate months; May, July, September, November
and January.
If you are interested and would like to know more
please contact Jane Cleeton
Email: cleej1@btinternet.com Telephone: 01926 651529
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YOUR CHURCH
It has been a busy time for your church with many activities and events
and a growing use of the Room for village photo sessions, brunch
gatherings and more. We are, as you probably know, without a Vicar at
present. However it is very much business as usual and we are indebted
to the Venerable Dr Brian Russell who is taking our services and helping
in other ways.
On November 11th, we held our
Remembrance Service which was very
well attended and, at 11am, we stood by
the church gates and our War Memorial
to remember those who have given their
lives for our freedom. It was tremendous
to have a great number of villagers join
in with this. We were also delighted to
participate in the evening event at our School; what a great sense of
community existed. Well done to all who made this happen. The College
have designed and made a beautiful metalwork poppy which will be fixed
to the church gate.

Looking to Christmas, we have our Christingle Prime Time at 10.30 on
Sunday 16th December. This is an informal service and all are welcome
to attend. On the 19th December, our School will hold its Carol Service
and on Sunday, December 23rd at 4pm, there will be the candlelight
Nine Lessons and Carols. This always a really enjoyable event and
again all are welcome. There will also be a Holy Communion service on
Christmas Day at 10.30am.
The College and our fantastic band of flower arrangers, who work so
hard throughout the year, will be specially decorating our church at
Christmas time so, if you are passing, why not take a look. Saying this
gives me opportunity to thank all who work so hard and give of their time
supporting your church in so many ways.
Christmas is a very special time and, amidst all the celebrations, it is a time for
us all to remember the true meaning. We celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ. He
is the reason for the season, and the true meaning of Christmas is love. So
amidst the presents and festivities, let us where we can spread goodwill to our
fellow men and women and remember those less fortunate than ourselves.
I and all involved in your village church wish everyone a very happy Christmas.

John Moverley
Church Warden
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‘NEW’ Moreton Morrell Table Tennis Club
FREE Taster Night
Friday 28th December 2018
MM Village Hall – 6 – 8pm

15-minute rotations of play;
come and have a go and show off your skills!
With thanks to MMPC for obtaining the tables.
Come along and give your suggestions for running the new MMTTC
Bats & balls,
tea, coffee & squash provided

14

Have some Fun for Charity
Come and Play

BINGO
at Moreton Morrell Village Hall
Saturday 26 January
Saturday 2 March
Saturday 6 April
7.00pm – 8.30pm (approx)
ALL ages welcome
£3.00 for 3 cards, each card to have a mini game plus a full
house.
BYO snacks, drinks and pens
For further details contact Katrina 651544
100% of monies will benefit the British Heart Foundation
VILLAGE WELCOME PACK
The Village Welcome Pack is available to anyone who is new
to the village or perhaps returning after a spell away.

If you would like to obtain a copy please contact
Jane Cleeton: cleej1@btinternet.com

01926 651529

Or visit www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk to download.
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Village Choir

The choir is held every Tuesday
(except school holidays)

7.30pm - 8.30pm in the School Hall.
Anyone can join, just turn up.
Just £3.00 a week to cover costs.
Contact Sarah Irwin on 01926 651 364
Here’s what some us say about it….

✓ “It is the best hour of the week, and the shortest.” Hilary
✓ “I always leave feeling happier than when I arrived!” Sara
✓ “I usually arrive exhausted, and leave exhilarated!” Jenny

The Community Café
At Moreton Morrell Village Hall
We will be open at 11 am on
• January 10th and 24th
• February 7th and 28th
• March 14th and 28th
Everyone is welcome.
We always have homemade cake and there is no charge for
the refreshments so why not give us a try if you haven’t done
so yet.
Also with free Wi-Fi and use of the community laptop.

For information contact Jo on 650068
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Christmas sing-a-long
Tuesday 18th December 6pm
The Village Hall
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies

Christmas services

Christingle Service—10.30am 16th December Moreton Morrell
Nine Lessons and Carols—23rd December 4pm Moreton Morrell
Christmas Eve Carol Service—3pm Newbold Pacey
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass—11.30pm Lighthorne
Christmas Day Communion—10.30am Moreton Morrell

Free - Circuit Training
Monday’s 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Moreton Morrell Parish Council has kindly agreed to fund the rent of the hall so sessions will be free to villagers until the end of the year. SportEngland
has funded equipment and insurance.
Sessions are designed so that all fitness abilities will be catered for - the
circuits are designed so you can work at your own pace and each exercise in
the Circuit has a range of levels.
Please sign up at www.agewell.fit - Over 18 years old only.
Note : Access to the College is either down John Taylor Way with parking
behind the Suggett Centre or down Lime Tree Drive with parking just before
the barrier. These route can be used for cars or on foot.
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Mobile Library Service
As you may well be aware, the Mobile Library visits your parish once
every three weeks. Please find the 2019 timetable below which details the time, date and location of our stops. Further information
about the Mobile Library routes can also be found on our website, www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mobilelibraries or by contacting the
number at the bottom of this email.

Home Library Service
Furthermore, we also offer a Home Library Service across the whole
of Warwickshire. This is a free Warwickshire County Council service
to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or infirmity. We deliver library books to people in
their homes/nursing homes/residential complexes once every four
weeks, based on their personal preferences.

The Library will be available on these Thursdays in 2019

January 3, 24

February 14

March 7, 28

April 18

May 9, 30

June 20

July 11

August 1, 22

September 12

October 3, 24

November 14

December 5

Stop
No

Location

Stop Name

Arrive

Depart

Stay

7

Moreton Morrell

Oak Tree Close

15:20

15:40

20

8

Ashorne

Phone Box

15:50

16:10

20

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone
01926 851031
or renew online at Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
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We need your clothes and
shoes
Don’t forget the school has a hungry
clothes monster... or a recycling bin if you
prefer!
Have your children outgrown their clothes
or shoes or perhaps you need some space
for your summer wardrobe! If you have
any bedding, clothing or shoes that no
longer fit or you simply no longer want or
can be bothered to repair! why not feed
the blue bin located opposite the main
reception entrance to school.
The bin is emptied by an external
company and the school is paid an amount
depending on the weight of the clothing.

The Silver Line is a helpline for older people that offers
information, friendship and advice 24 hours day, 365 days a
year.
Originally founded by Dame Esther Rantzen, it is the only
national, free and confidential helpline for older people in the
UK.
The Silver Line also offers telephone and letter befriending by
matching up a Silver Liner to a volunteer for regular
conversation.
So if anyone is lying awake at night - or feeling lonely at
anytime - or is worried about a problem that they have - and
think that a chat with someone
friendly who cares might help,
please call The Silver Line on
0800 4708090
www.thesilverline.org.uk
20

21

Dial a Ride UBUS service in Moreton Morrell
You have a dial a ride bus service which operates
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays between 09:30 – 14:30
in your area.
Travel locally and within the district to go shopping,
visit friends or attend social groups.
To register with UBUS or
for more information
please call 01789 264491
between 09:30 – 14:30
Monday – Friday.
Return journey fare £5.40.
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Keep Dogs on Leads
The playing field is specifically for CHILDREN to play without
risk of being bowled over by dogs not under control or worse
being attacked, not all children & adults like dogs & that fear
can stop children from playing where it should be safe to do so.
You may know your dog, YOU do not know every child who
uses the playing field.

Please think of others.
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Chair: Elizabeth Greetham
Email: elizabeth@acttwo.co.uk

Vice Chair: Jane Cleeton
Email: cleej1@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01926 651529

Clerk to the Council: Pam Routly
Email: pamroutly@btinternet.com

Councillors:
Jo Ford
James Gordon
Bernard Keavy
Anne Parry
Gerry Slora

Planning sub-committee
Cllr Parry, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Keavy , Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford
Playing field sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Greetham ,Cllr Slora, Cllr Ford
Speed awareness sub-committee
Cllr Gordon, Cllr Parry
Village appearance and trees sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Ford
Village Hall, Church and College sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Keavy, Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford
Footpath sub-committee
Cllr Slora, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Keavy

The Next Parish Council Meeting
Monday 21st January 2019
7.30pm start
In the village hall
All are welcome to attend

For more news from the Parish Council visit
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
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