Sponsored by

By Cllr Anne Parry

From a district perspective, 377 affordable were built from April 2017 –
2018 which is a record and represents the highest number of affordable
homes for at least 30 years.
The Stratford Area Transport Strategy has been approved and now
excludes proposals for an Eastern Relief Road, which would have
linked into Wellesbourne and undoubtedly brought increased traffic
through this parish.
Construction of the new medical centre has now started and is on
schedule to be operational from February 2019; this was a complex
planning application to bring to fruition and the senior planning
management team at Stratford District Council worked very hard in
close liaison with the doctors and myself wearing both my county and
district hats to make it happen.
As chairman of the Wellesbourne & Kineton Community Forum I have
welcomed the input from the Safer Neighbourhood Team who report on
the police activity in and around the villages, in terms of crime, traffic
issues and anti-social behaviour. The Forum meets three times a year
and members of the public are very welcome to attend, contribute to the
discussions and debate topics of local interest including crime, traffic
and transport, education and health services. The next meeting is
being held on 7thJune at St. Peter’s Church Hall when the Police and
Crime Commissioner, Philip Seccombe is a guest speak together with
Dr. Martin Read-Jones who will be talking about
the new medical centre
At the Council’s Annual Meeting I was appointed
Vice Chair of Planning East and Chairman of
Regulatory Committees.

The Parish Council met
on the 21st May 2018
To read the full minutes from the meetings and the
latest news and updates

please visit the Parish Council website.

www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
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A reminder!

By Cllr Anne Parry
07917 117737
Road Safety has been a key focus over the last 12 months and there have
been a catalogue of accidents in Newbold Pacey involving cars travelling from
the Wellesbourne direction. Sadly there was a fatality on the Moreton Morrell
Road at the Ashorne crossroads in October last year and I have been working
with the highways team at WCC to implement increased road safety signage
measures on both these roads.

Pot holes have increasingly become a serious road safety issue, particularly in
view of the bad winter which has hit Warwickshire. However, the county has
received extra funding to help tackle the problem – a sum of £1.4 million as
part of a £100 million funding pot announced by transport Chris Grayling. It’s
therefore important to report any pot holes via the WCC website and also alert
myself so that I can chase the maintenance department. I am pleased to see
that a number of large pot holes in the village have been dealt with in main
street and the recent resurfacing of Middletown. Brook Lane continues to be a
problem and lengthy discussions have been held with Highways but the issues
mostly relate to the uneven verges not the actual road surface, which is single
track in places.
Adult Social Care and Health continues to be an important area of interest to
me at County as I sit on the ASCH Overview and Scrutiny Committee. I have
also been busy as a member of a task and finish group looking into the
provision of GP services across the county.
Whilst South Warwickshire is better catered for in this respect, the doctors’
services will continue to be stretched and are being impacted by missed
appointments and unnecessary visits to surgeries for minor ailments which can
routinely be handled by the local pharmacy.
Following the extensive consultation on Children’s Centres, ‘Wellies’ is to be
retained as one of 16 Children Centre sites as an outreach ‘Hybrid’ model. As a
‘Hybrid’ model this will involve a mixture of in-house delivery (Family Support
Workers) and commissioned services (Management, Administration, Stay and
Play and Volunteer Co-Ordination).
Warwickshire County Council is encouraging both individuals and
organisations to become Dementia Friendly and there is a lot of work being
carried out in Wellesbourne to become a dementia friendly village which will be
of benefit to those living in this parish. To find out more about become a
dementia friend, please visit www.dementiafriends.org.uk
Finally, if you require help resolving a district or county council related matter I
am always happy to provide assistance where possible.
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FROM THE ALLOTMENTS
After a very late start, Spring eventually arrived and there has been much
activity on the allotments of late. For example, my norm is to sow parsnips in
March, well this year it has been May! Still, it is amazing how things can
catch up and, at time of writing, the warmth and recent rain has created a
real growth spurt. I still find it difficult to understand why weeds grow the
fastest but one of life’s mysteries I guess. After three days of toil over the
Bank Holiday, I am reasonably happy with my allotment for now provided I
can keep the pests and weeds at bay but I still look at others and think I
could be much better.
However, as I always say, having an allotment is far more than growing, it
provides exercise, opportunity to enjoy the outdoors, chat with neighbours,
listen to the birds and more, We still have a half and a quarter plot available.
Why not give it a try? All it takes is a phone call
Finally to make you groan
Checking the menu, a restaurant customer ordered a bowl of
vegetable soup. After a couple of spoonfuls, he saw a circle of wetness right
under the bowl on the tablecloth. He called the waitress over and said, "It's
all wet down here. The bowl must be cracked." The waitress said,
"You ordered vegetable soup, maybe it has a leek in it."

John Moverley
01926 651726

To join us on Facebook search for
“Moreton Morrell Allotment Association”.

Is Your Garden in Need of a Spruce Up?
Retired local man looking for gardening work
Contact Keith Gibbins on
01926 651631
or Mobile 07729 654981
Mowing | Hedge Cutting
Leaf Blowing
General Garden Work
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Photo Session in Church Room
The Church Room was buzzing during a trip down memory lane with a
morning of sharing historic photographs. The photos that people brought in
sparked
lots
of
memories
between
old friends, together
with a slide show of
pictures from 1900
onwards.
Many
photographs
were
scanned for future
use, while the owners
enjoyed tea, coffee
and cake.
The
picture
shows
a
highlight of the event
when two sisters spotted themselves on the slide show, pictured returning
home from school in the 1960's. Given the popularity of the event, it is
planned to organise another in due course.

Irene says…
I did go to the 'do' in the Room what a grand time we had. Apparently a
notice had gone on Face Book and lots of ex Villagers had seen it and
come along. I don't remember all the names but some ( perhaps 3) were
Baskerville and Bradnam. I can't remember any more names, there was so
much going on and the oohs and ah s when some photos on the screen
came up was lovely. There was a photo of Mr Davis in the shop with (I think)
Marjorie Adams. Photos of village "does" Parties we had in the Village Hall
and the Street. There was the usual refreshments, lots of homemade, cakes,
wonderful. I can't remember a better event in the village for a very long time.
I believe there is to be a follow-up . So if you missed this one, I'd encourage
you to go to the next, you may meet up with someone you've thought about
and didn't know how to contact them, I'm sure someone will.

VILLAGE WELCOME PACK
The Village Welcome Pack is available to anyone who is new
to the village or perhaps returning after a spell away.

If you would like to obtain a copy please contact
Jane Cleeton: cleej1@btinternet.com

01926 651529

Or visit www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk to download.
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BY STEVE HARVEY
MAY
Winter's long icy fingers held on too tightly and for far too long until the warmth of
spring's green fingers prized them off. Hazel catkins faded as Pussy Willows opened
their custard-coloured pom poms. Primroses and thousands of little yellow Lesser
Celandine opened at the slightest hint of sunshine.
Hedgerows were sprinkled with bright green leaves of Hawthorn and elder. Within a
couple of weeks they were clothed with leaves that would make food for the hedge, be
nibbled by a myriad of insects and create cover for uncountable numbers of birds
nests. Willows were standing out from the crowd as they turned vivid green. Sticky
buds were opening on the chestnut tree. Oh! How I missed those leaves in Winter!
Butterflies fluttered by; yellow Brimstones, a Tortoiseshell and a Peacock. Frogs that
had hidden away from the ice and snow spawned well. Beyond the sheep fields
Rooks gathered beakfulls of dry grass to line their nests, flying up to join the "cawing"
bustle of the Rookery.
Just inside the garden a female Blackbird was building her nest, lining it with dry grass
and hair. Up on the outhouse the Blue tits were building in the nest box, while way up
the top of the garden a song Thrush had a built a soft nest of grass and moss lined
with mud. Inside were five pale blue eggs with little black dots.
Last time Bunny Tibbitts mentioned seeing a Red Kite over Tachbrook. Well, Bunny,
this has been the winter of the Red Kite round here. I've seen one over Hampton-onthe-Hill, Two flying over Gaydon and one over the sheep fields behind us. I reckon the
harder Winter may have made them travel further for food and they are never far from
the M40. No SAT NAV required as they fly from Oxfordshire to Warwickshire.
I have a new best friend in the garden, a very handsome
male Pheasant. He made himself known back before the
snows arrived. As others scuttled away he stood and
watched me. He made little humming sounds so, of
course, I made them back to him. I moved away to get
some sunflower hearts for him, when I returned he was
still there waiting. He was cold and hungry so had lost his
fear. As time has gone on he arrives most days and
loudly announces himself. I'm now almost within touching
distance of him as he feeds. On the back of his foot is a
spur so he's over a year old and has survived at least one
shoot. He's now started bringing up to four females with
him. They hide away, no doubt marveling at his bravery
at being so close to a human creature. He's a joy to have
around. I love an interspecies bond. Just have to keep
him away from those guns now.
In the first few days of April came the songs of "Chiff
chaff" and Blackcap. I always look forward to the first Swallows. As I scribble this I
haven't seen or heard them. However my friend, Betty Beauchamp has. On 5 April
she saw and heard four of them on the wire over the field behind her house. So that's
it then! Spring is here and Summer is coming.
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JUNE
Buds burst, birds sing and all appears well in the garden, but is it.......? Let's take a
look behind the Hiollyhock and find the truth.
Spring was very held up by winter, so when it finally broke free it was condensed.
Trees flowered, a mass pollen explosion, not good for any hay fever sufferers out
there. The Song Thrush that had built it's nest at the top of the garden was raided,
either by Squirrel, Rat, Magpie or, maybe, a Weasel. All five eggs were taken. Down
near the cottage the female Blackbird finished building it's nest then abandoned it
before laying any eggs.
The pair of Muntjac deer that come through the hedge most mornings one day
changed their route. This took them to the road. (IF ANY CHILDREN ARE READING
THIS YOU MAY WANT TO COVER THEIR EYES) I heard the male bark twice; it may
have been in fear or a warning. When I drove out later that morning I saw the female
had been knocked down and killed. The male wandered the track, looking a lonely
little figure. The good news is that after a few weeks he had a new companion.
Spring and Summer bring colour and new life but with that comes risk, danger and
conflict. Our very companionable Pheasant knows all about conflict. He holds our
garden as centre of his territory with his female partner. His rival struts around
squawking, you know the type, full of himself and not far away. Now, if they only left it
at squawking no harm would be done. There was a week when our Pheasant would
come round for breakfast as usual; chatting as he arrived sporting a new wound every
other day. His rival was obviously a ninja expert in what would have been a flurry of
claws he had removed feathers from three places on our Pheasants neck down to the
skin. There was no obvious wound to the skin but he did look a mess. Things seem to
have calmed down now, his rival having mad the point, literally, our chap is more
relaxed around us and will, if hungry enough, feed from my hand.
The Raven that was around here all through the winter playing his part loudly as the
"King of the Crows" and often seemed attracted to the Jackdaws and Carrion Crows is
now the enemy. In the winter it would sail through a blizzard without a care, totally at
one with it's environment. Now, as soon as the Carrion Crows see it they shout and fly
after it. The Raven flies through, almost as if to goad them, turning on it's back to
show it's feet and claws as it flies, just as a buzzard does. We saw it high in the blue
sky recently on it's own. We could just hear it calling as it did barrel rolls again and
again, in what could have been pure joy at being king of the air.
Do keep feeding the adult bird, it’s said they make up to four hundred trips a day to
the nest to feed their young. Many of them now have worn feathers on their faces
from poking their heads into the nest.
Spring and summer produce life in such large numbers and probably loose more than
half of it. Well that's nearly the end of Grimm’s Tales.
On the brighter side, the Swallows are here in good numbers, a few House Martins
and the amazing "Screaming Jack" Swifts - such a joyous sound! The magic carpet of
Bluebells spread across Oakley Wood sprinkled with Stitchwort and Red Campion as
it has done for many hundreds of years. Life pushes forwards and finds its way.
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE
Moreton Hall
The college is very pleased to have secured funding for the
development phase of the restoration of Moreton Hall with the
creation of a boutique hotel training school. This project has huge
support from a wide range of stakeholders and further updates on this
exciting initiative will be provided in due course.

Memories of Moreton Campaign
As the college celebrates its 70th anniversary in August, it is keen to
gather historical stories, memories and information, including images
of Moreton Hall and the village, which brings the heritage of Moreton
to life. If anyone would like to contribute with memories, images and
artefacts
please
email
moretonhall@wcg.co.uk with the details.
Floristry student success
Two Floristry students from Moreton
Morrell have achieved extraordinary
success at this year’s RHS Chelsea Flower
Show. After winning separate regional
heats to get through to the final, Dean
Sharpe, a Level 3 Diploma in Floristry
student was awarded a Bronze medal and
Rebecca Hough, a Level 4 student, was
awarded the only Gold medal and duly
received the coveted title of RHS Chelsea
Florist of the Year 2018!
Carpentry student success

Rebecca Hough

Three Moreton Morrell carpentry students
have been successful in the Construction Industry Training Board
(CITB) SkillBuild regional qualifiers at South and City College
Birmingham on 17 May. SkillBuilld is the largest multi-trade
competition in the UK for construction trainees and apprentices. The
college is pleased to report that Isaac Alun-Jones and Joshua Lewis
both won first place in ‘New Entrant Joinery’ and ‘Advanced Joinery’
respectively, and Marshall Herne achieved a second place in the
‘New Entrant Carpentry’ category.
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE
Open Events
Moreton hosted its fourth successful open event this academic year
on Thursday 10 May for potential students and their families. Visitors
got the opportunity to talk to the academic teams about their future
careers prospects and tour the extensive resources.
Warwickshire Young Farmers’ annual county rally took place at
Nether Moreton Farm on Saturday 19 May. The college welcomed
over 500 young visitors on the day who took part in over 40
competitions.
On Thursday 17 May, international event rider Ben Hobday was
welcomed back to Moreton Morrell College. Ben came last year and
was so popular he had to be invited back. Ben rode four of his horses
and talked about how he trains them for competition from novice to
the top level of competition.
The Moreton Morrell College annual Affiliated Horse Trials which were
due to take place on 2-3 May were unfortunately cancelled due to
adverse weather conditions. Two days of superb weather, however,
enabled the college to run its unaffiliated Horse Trials on 6-7 May.
The event was extremely successful with overr 450 horse and rider
entries.

Lawn mowing
Prices from £7
Call / Text Ed – 07702329313
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YOUR CHURCH
I recently presented an annual report to your Parish Council and thought I
would provide here as a summary of a busy year. Looking ahead, don’t forget
the School/ Church Summer Fete on June 30th
This has certainly been a busy and successful year for your church. The
Room is now being used extensively for commercial use complementing the
facilities of the Village Hall but also for wide ranging community use. Working
with children from the village school, we have run well-attended monthly
coffee mornings for parents after school drop-off. Other uses have also
included, village photograph sharing events, musical events, clergy meetings
and more. Your church has been the venue for the performance of a play (so
successful, another is in planning), a concert by the Village choir, a European
Floristry Event, packed attendances at the school carol service, our own nine
lessons and carols and the crib service. We have seen two weddings and this
year have launched Children’s church aimed at youngsters between 4 and 11
and held on the first Sunday of each month.
We have welcomed the Bishop of Coventry three times in the year – for our
confirmation where we welcomed a record number of candidates, our Barn
Service which attracted over 150 and for the dedication of the Room when we
welcomed back many people who have all helped make this project happen
and be successful. The link with our school has never been stronger and we
held a successful fete together as well as the school using the church for a
range of activity. I could go on but I think that you get the flavour of an active
year with more planned ahead.
As a church, we attract good attendances and are blessed with all the
voluntary support we receive from flowers, maintenance etc. We thank the
Parish Council for their support so much valued. We look forward to further
strengthening that link with the Council this year on Remembrance Day with
all the exciting plans in train.

And I conclude with something to make at least the car enthusiast smile What kind of motor vehicles are
in the Bible? Answer: Jehovah
drove Adam and Eve out of the
Garden in a Fury. David's
Triumph was heard throughout
the land. Also, probably a Honda,
because the apostles were all in
one Accord.

John Moverley
Church Warden
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COULD YOU BE THE NEXT EDITOR
OF THE VILLAGER?
Alison Gregory has decided to put the cover on her computer
keyboard after 3 years of putting together our informative, fun
and free news magazine.
We are looking for a budding enthusiastic newshound with a
few hours to spare alternate months; May, July, September,
November and January.
If you are interested and would like to know more
please contact Jane Cleeton
Email: cleej1@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01926 651529

—————————————————————

Help us make The Villager

Please continue to send your news, events, letters, photos,
stories and comments by email to moreton.morrell@gmail.com

Deadline for August edition
27th July 2018
This is your magazine, please do contribute in any way you can.
Extra copies of The Villager are left in the church

and a PDF copy is online at www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk

HJ DÉCOR: PAINTER & DECORATOR,
Interior & Exterior work undertaken

Free Estimates

Reasonable prices and friendly service
No job too small
Lyndon Bufton
Mobile: 07531005579 Phone: 01926 737079
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Charlecote Quiet Garden
Do you enjoy gardens and find peace when surrounded by
nature? If so, you might like to visit Charlecote Quiet
Garden at Charlecote Vicarage.
The vicarage has a beautiful garden with lawns, borders,
specimen trees and overgrown corners. This is a luxury
which Revd Rachel Saum has begun to open up to others
as a safe space in which to find peace and maybe even
God.

The garden is open by appointment for anyone who would
like to take time to contemplate alone or with a friend. She
is also leading guided quiet days every month. Why not
spend an hour or two enjoying a garden where the weeds are not your responsibility?!
Rachel will even make you a cup of tea (or lunch) if that would help you relax and rest
a while.
If you’d like to find out more visit www.charlecotequietgarden.org

Village Choir

The choir is held every Tuesday (except school holidays)
7.30pm - 8.30pm in the School Hall.
Anyone can join, just turn up.
Just £3.00 a week to cover costs.
Contact Sarah Irwin on 01926 651 364
Here’s what some us say about it….

 “It is the best hour of the week, and the shortest.” Hilary
 “I always leave feeling happier than when I arrived!” Sara
 “The choir has such a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Nikki guides

and supports us through each piece with ease. After a hard day with
children it's the place to unwind and spend time with people in our
community.” Tracy
 “Nicki is lovely, everyone is so friendly and singing is good for my soul “
Mel
 “I usually arrive exhausted, and leave exhilarated!” Jenny
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A DATE FOR THE DIARY
On 11th November 2018 Moreton
Morrell will mark the end of World
War One and 100 years of
Remembrance.
There will be a church service at Holy Cross
Church, followed at 10.55a.m. by a gathering at
the Church Gates so that names can be read,
and a minute’s silence honoured. All villagers
are invited to participate in this act of
remembrance.
In the evening at 7.00p.m., we will join with
many other communities across the UK and
overseas by lighting a WW1 Beacon of Light at Moreton Morrell School. This
will be a collaborative event open to all sections of the community,
specifically involving Moreton Morrell and Ashorne & Newbold Pacey Parish
Councils, Moreton Morrell School, Moreton Morrell College and our local
church. All villagers are invited to attend.
Further details to be announced. For further information about the Beacon of
Light, please contact Elizabeth Greetham at elizabeth@acttwo.co.uk or any
member of the Parish Councils.

The Community Café
At Moreton Morrell Village Hall
We will be open at 11 am on

5th July
19th July
Everyone is welcome.
We always have homemade cake and there is no charge for the
refreshments so why not give us a try if you haven’t done so yet.
Also with free Wi-Fi and use of the community laptop.

For information contact Jo on 650068
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Eyes Down
Moreton Morrell Village Hall

Friday 20 July
7.00pm – 8.30pm (approx) All
ages welcome


£1.00 per card, up to 3 cards, each card to
have a mini game plus a full house. BYO snacks, drinks and pens

For further details contact Katrina 651544
Thanks to those of you who played Bingo last term. Next term, All monies
raised from the next 3 sessions will support World Wildlife Fund .
Please find the time to come along, have some fun and help raise money for
a worthwhile cause.

Date for your diary
The village fete will be held on
30th June 2018 at the School

Keep up to date

www.facebook.com/Moretonmorrellpaddox

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot
at Moreton Morrell Village Hall
To access the service , search Wi-Fi on your
device for MMPC-VH-FREE-WIFI and connect
using password mmfreewifi2016
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Dial a Ride UBUS service in Moreton Morrell
Moreton Morrell has a dial a ride bus service which
operates Mondays / Wednesdays / Fridays between
9:30am and 2.30pm
Travel locally and within the district to go shopping, visit
friends or attend social groups.

To register with UBUS or for more information please
call
01789
264491
between 09:30 – 14:30
Monday – Friday,
Return journey fare £5.40. If
you live in an Orbit property
you receive a discount on
your fare. Ask the booking
centre for details.
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Chair: Elizabeth Greetham
Email: elizabeth@acttwo.co.uk

Vice Chair: Jane Cleeton
Email: cleej1@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01926 651529

Clerk to the Council: Pam Routly
Email: pamroutly@btinternet.com

Councillors:
Jo Ford
James Gordon
Bernard Keavy
Anne Parry
Gerry Slora

Planning sub-committee
Cllr Parry, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Keavy , Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford
Playing field sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Greetham ,Cllr Slora, Cllr Ford
Speed awareness sub-committee
Cllr Gordon, Cllr Parry
Village appearance and trees sub-committee
Cllr Keavy, Cllr Gordon , Cllr Ford
Village Hall, Church and College sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Keavy, Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford
Footpath sub-committee
Cllr Slora, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Keavy

The Next Parish Council Meeting
AGM Monday 16th July 2018
7.30pm start
In the village hall
All are welcome to attend

For more news from the Parish Council visit
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
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