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Spring is definitely around the corner, in spite of all the recent cold
and very wet weather, as there are signs of the daffodils coming up
throughout the village which are a welcome sight.
Talks are being progressed with the College to look at securing
the playing field and its future, but this is likely to involve agreeing
to a less dense housing development off John Taylor Way, which
will be up to both the Parish Council and all villagers to consider.

As Stratford on Avon District Council (SDC) has an adopted
Core Strategy in place, together with its Five Year Housing Land
Supply quota being currently met, any proposed development for
Moreton Morrell, which is categorised as a level four Local Service
Village, would need to have local community support in order to be
considered seriously by the planning department at SDC. In the
meantime, the Parish Council is awaiting details of proposals from
the College which also includes the playing field area. It is
therefore hoped to have more information in this respect by the
time of the next Parish Council Meeting on Monday 19th March
and any proposals would then be put forward to the village.
Construction of the new medical centre in Wellesbourne has
now started and has been a complex planning application to bring
to fruition and reached a critical point just before Christmas in
being able to discharge the construction conditions. The senior
planning management team at Stratford District Council worked
extremely hard and were exceptionally helpful by going the extra
mile at the eleventh hour to overcome difficult planning issues and
potential financial implications to the practice. We look forward to
seeing the development take shape over the coming months.

The Parish Council met
on the 15 January 2018
To read the full minutes from the meetings and the latest news and updates

please visit the Parish Council website.

www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
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The next few weeks are particularly busy ones focusing on
budgets and SDC Cabinet is recommending half the 2% rate
allowed by Government at a 1% increase, which is less than the
rate of inflation, and represents an increase of £1.36, less than 3p
extra per week for a Band D property with proportional increases for
other bands. SDC recognises that family budgets are under
significant financial pressures, which is why the Cabinet is
proposing to fund the revenue gap using its reserves to minimise an
increase for 2018/19. Funds from reserves are also being allocated
to help the homeless, as well as initiatives that will improve the
efficiency and effectiveness of District Council services.
Stratford on Avon District Council currently receives around 8p for
every pound of Council Tax collected, the County Council receives
approximately 80p, with the remainder going to The Police and
Crime Commissioner and the Town/Parish Councils.
It is
anticipated that the County Council will increase its share of the
Council Tax by 4.99% which includes a 2% precept levy ring-fenced
for Adult Social Care needs. Moreton Morrell Parish Council has
approved a 2% precept levy. The final details and figures for the
2018/19 Council Tax will be announced at the end of February.

Road Safety continues to be a key focus and Newbold Pacey
continues to be a hot spot involving cars travelling from the
Wellesbourne direction. Increased road safety signage measures
on the Newbold Road approaching Newbold Pacey from both
Wellesbourne and the Crematorium end are now in the pipeline.

Moreton Morrell is on
Discover your neighbourhood
visit nextdoor.co.uk
or download the app
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As a member of the Adult Social Care and Health OS
Committee I have also been involved in a task and finish group
looking into the provision of GP services across the county. Whilst
South Warwickshire is better catered for in this respect, the
doctors’ services continue to be stretched particularly at this time of
year and are being impacted by missed appointments and
unnecessary visits to surgeries for minor ailments such as colds,
which can routinely be handled by the local pharmacy. Both the
medical practices in Wellesbourne and Kineton are not immune to
these issues and residents are urged not to miss
appointments or block valuable surgery time
unnecessarily.
If anyone is interested in helping to set up a
Table Tennis Club in the village or work with the
Parish Council to help restore the record of some
of the village’s older footpaths, then please do
contact me.

Cllr Anne Parry
Chair of Moreton Morrell Parish Council
07917 117737
anne@anne-parry.co.uk
Anne Parry

HJ DÉCOR: PAINTER & DECORATOR,
Interior & Exterior work undertaken

Free Estimates

Reasonable prices and friendly service
No job too small
Lyndon Bufton
Mobile: 07531005579 Phone: 01926 737079
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Dogs must be on a lead in the Playing Field.
Over the winter months I’ve noticed lots of dog
owners letting there dogs off the lead in the
Playing field, Please remember this area is for
Children to play, Dogs are able to play in Box field.
Thank you. Jane Cleeton, MMPC

VILLAGE WELCOME PACK
The Village Welcome Pack is available to anyone who is new
to the village or perhaps returning after a spell away.

If you would like to obtain a copy please contact
Jane Cleeton: cleej1@btinternet.com

01926 651529

Or visit www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk to download.

Keep up to date

www.facebook.com/Moretonmorrellpaddox

Lawn mowing

Prices from £7
Call / Text Ed – 07702329313
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FROM THE ALLOTMENTS
We are approaching that time of year
when allotment holders emerge on to
their plots to begin activities for the new
season. My potatoes are already
chitting, ready for planting in March and
some early sowings have taken place
under glass. I must also complete
pruning
of
my
autumn
fruiting
raspberries.
As to getting on the plot, there is always a temptation to start too
early. The soil takes time to warm and frosts can create havoc.
Patience is what is needed; not always easy when you are raring to
go and see a fellow allotment holder at work. Should I sow now or
wait?
Whatever, working on an allotment is so beneficial and enjoyable. As
mentioned last month, we have a few allotments available to rent
either as a whole or as half or quarter plots. Why not give it a go this
year? Let me know if you are interested.
To all my fellow gardeners, let us hope for a great season ahead.
John was waiting at the bus stop with his friend, Sue, when a lorry went
by loaded up with rolls of turf.
John said, 'I will do that if ever I get rich Sue.'
'What's that, John?' responds Sue. 'Send my lawn away to be cut,'
concludes John

John Moverley
01926 651726
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BY STEVE HARVEY
FEBRUARY
Early morning and still dark outside as a Robin fills its lungs
and begins to sing. It pauses to hear if its rivals are still in
the same places as yesterday. One by one other robins
answer until there are at least 7 singing, all sweet and
syrupy, except really they are all singing, "Back off, this is
my space!"

A pair of Tawny Owls call to each other before settling
down for the day as the night shift goes off duty.
Even before it's properly light a flock of Rooks make their way over us, about
80 of them "cawing" and flying high. This always triggers their cousins, the
Jackdaws who live around the cottages, to launch into the air in an excited
flock. They rise and fall in a choreographed flight as they acknowledge the
Rooks and all this before I've even had my porridge.
We've been overdue for a colder winter - cold, wet and even the white stuff even so some of the Hazel Catkins seem to have "pollened up" a bit early
and, surprisingly, two Blackbirds were singing in December and, even more
surprising, I heard two Chaffinches blasting it out around Christmas. It’s
usually February before I hear that treat.
It’s certainly nothing to do with the weather, more likely to be the density of
numbers. Visiting Blackbirds and Chaffinches putting pressure on the locals
to start singing and stake their claim early.
With the weather being so cold and damp it’s given the birds a hard time. I've
seen two Buzzards sitting with their wings open, trying to dry their feathers
just like Cormorants do. A friend told me he had seen a Barn Owl sitting on a
hedge in daylight doing the same. Flying and hunting must be difficult, so, I
guess there have been some hungry birds of prey out there.

We were woken up at about 2am recently by a pair of foxes doing some
family planning. Not a pleasant experience for either of them I understand
and the blood curdling screams seem to bear that out. Nature will have its
way though.
So many small birds are now constantly feeding in the garden with over
twelve species jostling at the fast food Takeaway. I'm saving up to keep them
fed. I call it my Twitter Account!
Gorgeous early Snowdrops are flowering, silent stirrings are happening
below the ground. Nest boxes and potential nest sites are probably already
explored. Everything is poised for the big event that seems so far away - but
its not. SPRING -thank you Lord and bring it on!
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MORETON MORRELL COLLEGE UPDATE
Students build nest boxes built for birds of prey

Our Level 3 Wildlife and
Countryside
Management
students have been busy building
nesting boxes for kestrels, tawny
owls and barn owls. Birds of prey
have suffered a massive decline
due to an increase in intensive
farming and loss of habitat. It is
hoped that by providing safe
places to nest and, managing the
habitat we will help increase local
bird of prey populations.
The students have been involved
in the whole process of creating
the nesting boxes, from the
planning through to the building.
The group also enlisted the help
of the Level 2 Arboriculture and
Countryside Management students to use their climbing skills and
position the boxes in suitable trees.
Lambing weekend
Lambing weekend makes a
welcome return to Moreton
Morrell College this spring on
Saturday 17 to Sunday 18
March from 10.30am. We
invite villagers to come and
see the newborn lambs, meet
Farmer Henry Dingle, climb up
on a tractor and find out all
about how we look after our
livestock. Visitors will be able to get up close to some of our lambs
and exotic animals - we’ve got meerkats, raccoon dogs and lots of
other cute characters!
Tickets in advance cost: Adult £6, Child £3, Family £15, 2+2 U16s.
For more information: www.wcg.ac.uk/lambing
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Musings from Irene
I know that World War 2 is big on the curriculum for some of the school
children, I guess the top class. But what do you know of things that
happened in the village before 1939!. I wasn't in the village then but I do
know that the Village Hall was once the School and the little cottage at the
top of the drive was the Headmaster's house. Do you also know that the
houses (terraced ones just below the Black Horse (or the Sea Horse as it
was once named) only had 2 bedrooms but families lived in some of them,
it's hard to believe but I also was brought up in a cottage quite similar and ,
having two sisters we all shared one bedroom and Mum, Dad and baby
brother shared the bigger room. We had a toilet next door to the kitchen but
had to go out of the front door and pass the cottage and there it was,
sometimes leaflets were posted under the door while it was being used, But
how about Moreton Morrell, Fullers Place was named after the man who
owned the Post Office and shop and if you know Mrs Davis from Brook
Lane ,as I think you will, Mr Fuller was her Father. I realise lots of you won't
even remember the
Post
Office
and
shop, where the old
Post Office House is
now. In an afternoon
when the school
closed for the day it
was crowded with
Mums and children ,
it took ages to get
served but you kept
up to date with all
the "gossip"
Irene Ash

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot
at Moreton Morrell Village Hall
To access the service , search Wi-Fi on your
device for MMPC-VH-FREE-WIFI and connect
using password mmfreewifi2016
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YOUR CHURCH
There has been much activity over recent weeks. Christmas time saw a
number of extremely well attended services including for the School and the
traditional Nine Lessons and Carols. We also had a very enjoyable Crib
Service. The new Children’s Church held on the first Sunday of each month at
10.30am has made a very good start. It seeks to be a 21st century version of
Sunday School aimed especially at age ranges 4 to 11. Whether you are a
regular churchgoer, not been for years or never been at all, but would like
your children to be part of a fun and
friendly group, this is for you.
We are also making very good use
of the new Room. In the coming
weeks we intend to continue with
ventures such as brunch mornings
and coffee for parents at the school.
If you have ideas on how we might
use the room more. please do get in
touch.
In a similar way, at a recent service,
we asked those present for
suggestions on how your church might get even more engaged with the
community, offer new things etc. We would welcome your thoughts, so maybe
you can drop an email to the Editor? The church is an integral part of the
community and it must respond to change and develop to meet modern
needs. Your church is very active but we can always do more and want to do
so.
Finally a note about Remembrance Day on 11th November 2018. We will be
holding a service at 10.30 on that day and, just before 11am, we will proceed
to the church gate to read the names and remember those from our village
who gave their lives for their country. We hope that as many in the village as
possible might join us at that time of remembrance. Why am I raising now?
Well, this year we would like perhaps to put a display in the church or similar
providing more information on those listed at the church gate. In that we need
your help. If you know anything as a family member or whatever, drop me an
email at John.Moverley@amenityforum.net I would be very grateful.
Interesting facts
The island of Malta has a population of just under 450000 and has more
churches than days in the week. On the island of Gozo, part of the country,
just under 80% of the population attend church at least once per week.
John Moverley
Church Warden
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Bring and Share Photo session , scanning opportunity, with
coffee and cake for sale

There is a lot of interest currently in old photos of Moreton Morrell and
it's residents. On Saturday 14th April we will host a coffee morning
where we hope people will bring up any old or even interesting modern
photos of the village to show us all. We will have scanners in the Room
at the church, and would like to scan to memory sticks any photos , and
then may later host an exhibition, maybe make up a book, or any other
ideas you may have. Come
along, meet the current and past
residents......

Saturday 14th April 10 -12
at The Room, at the Church
Any questions contact Sara
Lawton 651371
or saralawton1@outlook.com

Village Choir

The choir is held every Tuesday
(except school holidays)
7.30pm - 8.30pm in the School Hall.

Anyone can join, just turn up.
Just £3.00 a week to cover costs.
For details contact Sarah Irwin on 01926 651 364
Here’s what some us say about it….

✓ “It is the best hour of the week, and the shortest.” Hilary
✓ “I always leave feeling happier than when I arrived!” Sara
✓ “The choir has such a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Nikki guides

and supports us through each piece with ease. After a hard day with
children it's the place to unwind and spend time with people in our
community.” Tracy
✓ “Nicki is lovely, everyone is so friendly and singing is good for my soul “
Mel
✓ “I usually arrive exhausted, and leave exhilarated!” Jenny
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WI Community Coffee Morning

3 March, 7 April 10am – midday
Homemade cake, steaming cuppa, newspapers to read, books, cakes
and plants to buy – what is not to like?
This is a community initiative from Newbold Pacey & Ashorne WI to
raise funds for the group’s Centenary celebrations in 1919.
Everyone welcome - as are homemade/homegrown donations for the
produce table.
First Saturday of each month,

Craft & Chat Group

every Tuesday 10am – midday
Come along with your current knitting or sewing
project and join us for a cuppa.

Coffee Morning in aid of Myton Hospice

10:30am – 12:00 on the first Wednesday of the month

All events in Ashorne Village Hall everyone welcome
Contact npandawi@gmail.com
or Trish Handsley on 01926 651978

The Community Café
At Moreton Morrell Village Hall
will be open at 11:00 am on the following Thursdays
•
March 1st,15th & 29th

Everyone is welcome.
We always have homemade cake and
there is no charge for the
refreshments so why not give us a try
if you haven’t done so yet.
Also with free Wi-Fi and use of the
community laptop.
For information contact Jo on 650068
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Eyes Down

Moreton Morrell Village Hall
Friday 16th February
Friday 16th March
7.00pm – 8.30pm (approx) All ages welcome
£1.00 per card, up to 3 cards, each card to have a mini game plus a
full house. BYO snacks, drinks and pens

For further details contact Katrina 651544
Thanks to those of you who played Bingo last term. With the proceeds, I
have made a donation of £87.60 to the WWF. Next term, Bingo will be
moving to a Friday evening. All monies raised from the next 3 sessions will
support Breast Cancer. Please find the time to come along, have some fun
and help raise money for a worthwhile cause. Katrina

———————————————

PANCAKES IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Shrove Tuesday
13 February

3.30PM—5.30PM
50p a pancake or eat as many
as you like for £5
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New collective fuel switching
scheme
Energy consumers in Warwickshire have
cause to celebrate as County Council
Cabinet approves the creation of a new collective fuel switching
scheme for Warwickshire residents.
On Thursday 25 January 2018, Warwickshire County Cabinet
approved the delivery of a 2-year trial of a collective fuel switching
scheme (gas and electricity) for households across Warwickshire in
partnership with iChoosr.
A collective fuel switching scheme, is a service whereby people can
join a ‘consortium’ of domestic energy buyers. This gives economies
of scale and reverse auctions give all licensed suppliers the option to
tender to provide the lowest price tariffs for electricity only, dual fuel
and pre-payment meters.

More information about the Warwickshire Energy Plan is
available on the Warwickshire Website:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/energyplan
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Have your say
Got something to say about
Moreton Morrell?
Or would you like to publicly give thanks to
someone in the village who has been of
great help? Please send your news, events,
letters, photos, stories and comments to me,
the editor: Alison Gregory
Email: moreton.morrell@gmail.com

Deadline for next edition 26th March 2018
This is your magazine, please do contribute in any way you can.
If you do not get a copy of The Villager delivered to your property please let
us know and we will endeavour to sort it out. Extra copies are always left at
the
church
and
a
PDF
copy
is
always
online
at
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk

Struggling to get to your
appointment?
Book A Journey Today
Our volunteer community transport is open from
9:30am – 1pm, Monday to Friday.
This service helps local people stay mobile by offering journeys to both
medical and social destinations. It’s a service developed for residents of
Stratford on Avon District including rural areas and borders. It’s a safe and
affordable service. If you find it hard to access transport, call us!
For more information or to book a journey
please telephone 01789 296344

Pricing: We ask for the volunteer driver’s costs to be paid at the rate of 45p per mile and there
is a small administration fee per journey.
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WRCC Back & 4th are expanding and looking for new additions to our
team based from our depot in Wellesbourne.
Minibus Drivers (8.38 per hour)
Part time hours transporting children to and from school. Either split
shifts or weekly morning or afternoons to suit, during term time only.
Applicants must hold a category D1 on their driving licence.
Back & 4th positions are subject to an enhanced DBS check
For more information, please contact David Wright on
Tel: 01789 471595 or email: davidw@wrccrural.org.uk
WRCC Back & 4th are always looking to recruit Volunteer Drivers to
assist local community organisations wishing to get out and about for
day trips, lunches and social activities.
WRCC is a registered charity No. 1081017

Stratford District Walking for Health
Join a FREE and friendly health walk in the
Stratford on Avon District!
These regular walking sessions are designed to
be a gentle introduction/re-introduction to
physical activity and are ideal for individuals who
are inactive, have long term health conditions or
would like to increase their activity.
There is no obligation to turn up every week and
walkers can choose to attend as many of the different walks as they like.
Contact the Leisure Team at Stratford District Council on 01789 260115,
email leisure@stratford-dc.gov.uk or
visit: www.walkingforhealth.org.uk to find out more.
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Newbold Pacey and Ashorne WI
Starting 2018 with something a bit different, on a chilly
January evening we welcomed John Parnell, hula hooper
extraordinaire as our guest speaker.
John Parnell has been a semi-finalist on ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ and spends
time working in schools, teaching children to hula hoop with the aim of
improving fitness and helping to lure them away from their computers and
other devices! He explained the benefits to be gained from greater
abdominal and back strength as well as burning off Christmas calories.

We were also delighted to welcome six new members to our group following
our Taster Evening at the Church Room, Moreton Morrell last October. The
‘new ladies’ didn’t need any encouragement to get up and get hula-ing and
much fun was had by all.
As we look forward to spring, our 8 February speaker will be Penny Vigers
who will demonstrate how to make willow bird boxes then on 8 March we’ll
welcome Jenefer Heap to talk about how she became an Indie author in her
50s.
If you fancy learning about bird boxes or being an author or WI generally, do
come along and give it a try - 2nd Thursday of the month, 7:30pm in Ashorne
Village Hall. We have a wide variety of speakers and are keen to welcome
guests and new members at any of our meetings.
Trish Handsley – 651978 npandawi@gmail.com
Newbold Pacey & Ashorne WI President
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Forget Me Not Dementia Drop-In

Last Tuesday of each month, 1.00pm - 2.30pm, Chase Meadow
Community Centre, Warwick CV34 6BT
New FREE drop-in sessions to support carers of those suffering
with dementia.
"Forget Me Not" drop in is a Dementia friendly environment for
people living with Dementia/memory loss and their friends, family
and/or carers. Why not join them for Afternoon Tea and/or a
number of optional activities. For more details, please call or text
Holly Nixon on 07971 221901. No need to book, just drop in.
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Chair: Anne Parry

Email: avparry1@btinternet.com
Mobile: 07917 117737

Vice Chair: Jane Cleeton
Email: cleej1@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01926 651529

Clerk to the Council: Pam Routly
Email: pamroutly@btinternet.com

Councillors:

James Gordon
Bernard Keavy
Gerry Slora
Elizabeth Greetham
Jo Ford
Planning sub-committee
Cllr Parry, Cllr Gordon, Cllr Keavy , Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford
Playing field sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Greetham ,Cllr Slora, Cllr Ford
Speed awareness sub-committee
Cllr Gordon, Cllr Parry
Village appearance and trees sub-committee
Cllr Keavy, Cllr Gordon
Village Hall, Church and College sub-committee
Cllr Cleeton, Cllr Keavy, Cllr Greetham, Cllr Ford
Footpath sub-committee
Cllr Slora, Cllr Gordon

The Next Parish9hCouncil Meeting
Monday 16 March 2018
7.30pm start
In the village hall
All are welcome to attend

For more news from the Parish Council visit
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
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