Sponsored by

The Parish Council
Chair: Robert James
Vice Chair: Gerry Slora
Councillors:
Anne Parry
Eileen Edwards
James Gordon
Bernard Keavey
Claire Monks

The Next Parishth Council Meeting
Monday 20 January 2020
7.30pm start

In the village hall

All are welcome to attend

For more news from the Parish Council visit
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk

MEET THE COUNCILLORS
20th January at 7pm

See overleaf for more details

VILLAGE WELCOME PACK
The Village Welcome Pack is available to anyone who is new
to the village or perhaps returning after a spell away.
If you would like to obtain a copy please contact
Jane Cleeton: cleej1@btinternet.com or 01926 651529

Or visit www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk to download.

Keep up to date

www.facebook.com/Moretonmorrellpaddox
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News from the Parish Council
The Parish Council was very
pleased to be joined by a number
of village residents at the
November meeting – it’s great to
have you attend and discuss
issues with us – all are welcome.

connection to the village can
complete a survey, so if you have
family or friends who would like to
move here, then please spread
the word.

Save the date - Meet the
councillors, Monday 20
January 2020:

Now that we have secured the
lease on the playing field for
another five years, it’s time to look
at it again and invest in new
equipment. We have
commissioned a safety inspection
to find out more about what might
need to be replaced and will then
be consulting with residents what
new equipment people would like.
We do have some funds available
in the Parish Council budget but
will also need to do some
fundraising. We would be
delighted to hear from villagers
who would like to be involved in
fundraising, but also from anyone
who has ideas about how they we
can make the most of this
fantastic space.

Playing Field:

We would like to invite all Moreton
Morrell and Moreton Paddox
residents to meet the councillors
with some refreshments at 7pm
on 20 January, with the Parish
Council meeting starting at 7.30.
There are a few new faces on the
council (new to the PC, not
necessarily to the village), and we
are keen to introduce ourselves
and hear from people about what
issues they would like us to tackle
on behalf of residents.
At our November meeting we
talked about a range of subjects:

Housing:

Community Speed Watch:

We were joined by Sarah BrookeTaylor from WRCC who talked us
through the confidential housing
needs survey we will be
undertaking in the New Year. This
is so that should Moreton Morrell
be asked to take on more housing
developments we will have a
really good understanding of what
is needed in the village. Watch out
for envelopes coming through
your door, and the survey will also
be available online. Anyone with a

Thank you to those people who
responded to the call for
speedwatch volunteers in the last
Villager – we have four volunteers
and need six to run a Community
Speedwatch scheme, so please
do get in contact with Anne Parry
on avparry1@btinternet.com if
you are able to take part.
I hope you have noticed the new
30 signs and ‘dragons teeth’ on
the way into the village. These
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News from the Parish Council cont.
have been painted at the request
of the Parish Council in response
to concerns about speeding in the
village, and a few more will be
appearing.

footpath to aid access there.

Save the date – Village
street party, 8 May 2020:

Following the success of previous
village celebrations, we would like
to propose a village street party
on 8 May 2020 as part of the
nation’s celebrations of the 75th
anniversary of VE Day. Any
volunteers willing and able to help
organise will be very welcome.

Our village pothole:

Anyone who drives past the
Village Hall regularly cannot fail to
have noticed our village pothole!
We have raised this with
Warwickshire County Council as a
matter of concern, as although it
has been filled in several times, it
is a recurrent issue. WCC has
agreed to do some excavation
work to try to solve it the issue.
They hope to do this without
shutting the road, but it would be
madness to do anything during
school term so this is likely to be
done in Feb half term. In the
meantime, WCC will continue to
fill in the pothole when needed.
Please do be careful though when
driving down that road.

Defibrillator training:

Dr Gordon has kindly agreed to
run some defibrillator training for
residents in the New Year – watch
this space for further details.

Keeping the village tidy:

Thank you to everyone who does
their bit to keep the village tidy,
whether that’s an organised clean
up, or just picking up rubbish
when they are out walking. We
will be organising a ‘litter pick/
clean up’ in the Spring and it
would be great to have a good
turn out to get our village ready
for the summer. Watch this space
for further details.
Full minutes from the meeting
and contact details for the
councillors are available on
www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
and there will be regular updates
on
www.facebook.com/
moretonmorrellpaddox
and Nextdoor.

Footpaths:

There are already some beautiful
gates replacing styles on the
footpath from Darky Ditch, and
the Parish Council has obtained
permission to do the same with a
number of other footpaths in the
village. We have also agreed to
arrange a regular schedule of
clearing footpaths so that they
don’t get overgrown, and will be
putting in a step at the entrance to
the Brook Lane to Middletown
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Santa’s Toys Checked for Safety
As Christmas approaches,
Warwickshire County Council’s
Trading Standards Service has
begun checking the safety of toys
available to buy online and in
High St. shops.

toy, stop using it and report it to
Trading Standards on 03454
040506”
Trading Standards officers are
also advising consumers to do
their own ‘check before you
wrap’ inspections:

Toys are analysed to ensure they
don’t contain any harmful
chemicals such as Phthalates (a
banned plastic softener) and toxic
heavy metals including lead,
arsenic, cadmium and mercury.

1.

2.

Trading Standards Officers also
carry out visual inspections,
looking for sharp edges or loose
pile fabric/hair and small
detachable parts that could choke
a young child. Finally, toys are
checked to ensure they carry the
correct warnings and instructions.

3.

Warwickshire Trading Standards
are responsible for enforcing
product safety laws and carry out
regular market surveillance
exercises.

4.

Scott Tompkins, Assistant Director
for Environment Services said:
“No one wants to give a
dangerous toy to a child, so I’m
delighted that Warwickshire
Trading Standards is taking this
action to help protect
Warwickshire’s children.”
“If you come across a dangerous
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Where possible, buy your toys
from reputable sellers. You
may pay a little more but that’s
often to ensure the product has
had quality and safety checks
Cheap counterfeit versions of
products, especially the latest
fad or toy, are often poor
quality and can easily break or,
in some cases, be dangerous
Look for the CE mark and
ensure that the present you are
giving is age suitable for the
child receiving it. The voluntary
Toy and Hobby Association
‘Lion Mark’ is also an indicator
that the product complies with
legal safety rules
Check the toy for loose pile
fabric/hair or small detachable
parts that could choke a young
child and sharp points and

Santa’s Toys Checked for Safety
5.

6.

7.

edges or finger traps
Be particularly careful when
buying second hand toys.
These often come without their
packaging or instructions
Button batteries power many
small toys but are especially
dangerous if swallowed Battery
compartments should be
lockable. Keep all batteries out
of the reach of young children
Toys should have the name and
address of the manufacturer, or

if the manufacturer is outside
of the EU the name and
address of the manufacturer
and the EU importer
For more information on child
safety visit: www.rospa.com and
www.capt.org.uk

More information about trading
standards is available
online:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
tradingstandards

Community Brook Clearance

Great to see residents from Wilcox Leys turn out in force for their annual
clearance of the brook armed with hedge trimmers, spades and rakes to
help prevent flooding in Brook Lane. A great effort by all concerned
following the torrential downpours and certainly great fun was had in
the interests of helping the community.

6

From the Allotments
By John Moverley

for the coming year. Why not get
in touch if you are interested? You
would be very much welcomed
and advice is on hand if needed
or requested. Do get in contact.
The allotments at Moreton Morrell
are a major asset to our
community and we do value the
support given in their provision by
both Warwickshire and our own
Parish Council. And to close,
thank you for reading this piece
over the year. I hope it has proved
of interest and I wish everyone a
very happy Christmas.

As I write this in the third week of
November, my grandson has just
reminded me that it is nearly
Christmas. I guess he has in mind
a present – not really thought
about that yet! How time flies and
certainly as we age. Overall it has
been a good year for the
allotments. Most have reported
pretty good crops. Yes, the late
frost caught some of the top fruit
and meant re-sowing for people
like me who planted out too early
but generally little to complain
about. It still perplexes us all as to
why weeds seem to grow
wherever they like and so easily
and allotment holding requires
patience, and not a little work, but
the rewards are great.
Our Allotment Association AGM
has taken place this month.
Financially we have just met our
expenses and so the decision has
been taken to maintain current
rentals at £15 for a full plot, £10
for a half and £5 for a quarter.
Whilst we had almost full
occupation last year, a few
opportunities exist for new people

What did Santa Claus say when
he walked through a garden?
Hoe! Hoe! Hoe!

What do you get if you divide
the circumference
of a pumpkin by its diameter?
Pumpkin pi
Groan, groan!
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Nature Watch
By Steve Harvey

poisonous to many mammals
though Squirrels, Deer and Wild
Boar get away with eating them.
I've yet to see a Wild Boar around
here. Acorns are highly prized. All
of these 'goodies' are 'squirreled'
away in secret places to help see
the through the Winter.

This Autumn was like a Festival of
Fungi, all shapes and sizes. It's
thought there maybe over 3
million species of Fungi on earth
and it seemed they were all in my
garden. OK. Maybe not really all
of them. All beautiful, although
Honey Fungus is a nasty piece of
work and kills many a tree. I
remember seeing "Fairy Rings"
when I was small and asking my
Mom how they grew in a circle.
She said,"It's magic", grown ups
always say something like that
when they're not sure don't they?
It was ten years later before I
found out the Fungi start in the
middle and spread out into a
circle. Mom said the fairies held
dancing parties in the middle of
them. Well, it must have been
well after my bedtime when those
parties happened because I never
caught them at it!

The first batch of Hedgehogs that
were released around here will be
thinking about hibernating. If it
stays mild enough they may linger
longer. I'm still putting food out for
now. I did read that mealworms
are terrible for Hedgehogs and
can bring on bone disease. So be
careful if you put them out on the
ground for birds. The tiny
Hedgehog that was being nursed
by 'Mrs Tiggywinkle' (not her real
name), put on loads of weight and
quadrupled in size. She's been
released here. I've seen her a
couple of times since. I hope she
stays around and hibernates in
the garden.

Ladybirds have found safe places
in the corners of window frames
and in porches. Clustered
together, often tucked under thick
Spider webs as silky duvets. The
Squirrels have been doing the
annual 'grab and stash'. They
started a while ago with the
Walnut tree. I've often had a
Squirrel bounce passed me, it's
mouth stuffed with a walnut in its
shell. Then it's the Horse
Chestnuts. Conkers are mildly

Out in the garden I do enjoy the
company of my mates, the
Jackdaws. Yes, I know I may be
alone on that one. I rarely hear a
good word said about them. As
long as we have a cowl on the
chimney pot so they can't nest
there we're fine. Although there
was the 'sugar snap pea incident'!
It only takes one bright Jackdaw
to figure out a plan to make the
most of an opportunity and the
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Nature Watch
whole flock prosper. I do admire
that. One Jackdaw decided to
sample a few peas, then soon
they all did. Luckily I grew them
up wire and canes so they could
only get the top ones. Putting
netting over the top stopped that
little game.

cont.

the food down it lands within
about 3 feet from me and eats
fast. That's the signal for the rest
of the flock to descend. It's a bit
like Hitchcox's 'The Birds' but with
a happy ending. Each bird
swallows some, fills their beaks,
then launches into the air all
around me, several passing my
shoulders and that's when I get
that Bet Midler moment when I
really do feel "the wind beneath
their wings".

We have around forty resident
Jackdaws here, as with all
animals it just takes a brave one
to start a relationship. I often
remember my Pheasant that
came and fed from my hand all
year. None of the other
Pheasants would dare to do that.
I have a special Jackdaw
amongst the flock. When I go out
early morning it is never far away.
The others are in the trees or the
rooftops waiting. I'll do 'the call'
and they all pay attention. The
special one flies in close and
perches. It has a couple of white
feathers on each wing. As I put

Follow me on
Instagram
steviespics56

Pick it up!
Whatever some people may believe, there’s
no such thing as the dog poo fairy.
So dog walkers, bag that poo - any rubbish bin
will do. (This includes Box Field)
Together let’s put an end to this offensive,
harmful litter.
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Your Church
Remembrance weekend was a
very special time here at Moreton
Morrell. On the Saturday, the
Village Choir put on a really
fabulous concert very much
enjoyed by those attending who
braved the great amount of rain
and accompanying flooding of
roads. On the Sunday, the village
came together to remember those
who gave their lives for our
freedom today. A total of 64 adults
and a significant number of
children assembled outside the
church gates at the appointed
hour and many also attended the
earlier service. Wreaths were
presented on behalf of the church,
school, college and parish
council.
Following on, many enjoyed
refreshments in the Room and
viewed the exhibition of artwork
presented by children at our
school. The display was
magnificent and a great credit to
all involved. On the Tuesday
afternoon following, parents and
others were invited to view the
exhibition with refreshments
served by pupils. I would like to

thank everyone who helped make
this happen – a true community
event and very special.
We now look forward to
Christmas. On the 19th December
at 7pm, we are holding our
popular lessons and carols
service by candlelight. If you have
not been before, why not join us,
enjoy the choir, the music and
more. The numbers are always
high so arrive early to get the best
seat. This year we are also
holding a service at 11pm on
Christmas Eve. We are delighted
that Brian Russell will be leading
this for us; it is always a special
service and all are very welcome
to join with us. And it does not
finish there.
On Sunday 15th December we
have our Christmas Prime Time at
10.30 – a family friendly informal
service with, as always,
refreshment afterwards in the
Room. And more, on December
18th, the school’s carol service
and on December 1st, an all age
family communion service. I must
not forget to mention as well that
the college floristry team will be

Moreton Morrell is on

Discover your neighbourhood!
Visit nextdoor.co.uk
or download the app
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Your Church
decorating your church on
December 11th and 12th. Certainly
it is a busy time ahead.
As this is the last of my
contributions before Christmas
can I use it to thank all who
contribute to and support your
church in so many ways including
locking and unlocking, cleaning,
flowers and so much more. We
are very fortunate. It is never
easy, certainly in terms of seeking
to balance finances, but as I look

cont.

back over the last 12 months, so
much has happened and we have
so much for which to be thankful.
I wish all who read this every best
wish for Christmas and the New
Year. Using words from St Paul
‘’May the God of hope and love fill
you with joy and peace’’. Your
church in your community and all
are welcome at any time.
John Moverley - Churchwarden

Please join us in the candlelit surroundings of our Church of the Holy Cross in
Moreton Morrell for the traditional Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. On
Thursday 19th December at 7pm, villagers of all ages will once again assemble
together to this special event, featuring our wonderful village choir and top young
soloists from the village and surrounds in a service led by Rev’d Major Stuart
Richards from The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.
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College Update
Floristry students celebrate
double success at World Skills
UK national competition

Jane Benefield, floristry course
leader at the Moreton Morrell
College, said: “We are so proud of
all of our students who competed
in the WorldSkills UK competition
and represented our college
brilliantly.

Floristry students at Moreton
Morrell College are celebrating a
double-success after securing
gold and silver in a national
competition.

“I was over the moon to see Jen
win silver, and then when Renata
won gold it really did top it off.

Renata Egan-Wyer and Jen
Jones were two of the five florists
from the college competing at the
WorldSkills UK Final at the NEC
in Birmingham.

“At WCG we are huge advocates
and supporters of WorldSkills and
the opportunity the competitions
present students, and we would
like to congratulate all the
competitors who reached this
year’s finals.”

Renata, from Worcester, stunned
the judges and scooped the gold
medal, while Jen Jones from
Nottingham was presented with
silver.

Gold medallist Renata Egan-Wyer
added: “I am so pleased I decided
to enter and still can’t believe I
won the gold medal.

The competitors had to plan and
create five different floral designs
which demonstrated their
knowledge of both colour theory
and principles of design alongside
specific competition floristry
techniques.

“We were all really tired at the end
of the competition as its really
hard going and tough but worth
every minute. I couldn’t have
done it without the support of my
husband, Jane and the British
Florists Association (BFA).”

After two days of competition, the
medallists were announced at a
gala dinner, with florists from
Moreton Morrell College leading
the way.

Silver medal winner Jen Jones,
who runs her own floristry
workshops in Nottingham, said it
was great to see all of her hard
work pay off

Mary Snee, from Leamington
Spa, Jodie Owen, from Coventry
and Hannah Beckley, from
Evesham, also represented the
college in the WorldSkills UK
Final.

She said: “What an amazing few
days! Our theme was a Christmas
Wedding, with some known and
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College Update
some surprise tasks to complete.

cont.

before taking a procession to Old
Shire Hall for a celebratory
reception.

“After two full days of competition
we have made great friends from
across the country and have
worked our absolute hardest
improving our skills along the
way.

Angela Joyce, CEO of WCG,
presented the scrolls on stage
and was joined by special guests
across the three ceremonies.

“I had such a good time and was
so relieved that all my hard work
had paid off with a silver medal!
Our tutor Jane encouraged us all
so much along the way,
dedicating so many hours to our
training and supporting us
through the week, so we really
would like to thank her for all her
help.”

Moreton Morrell College alumni
David Domoney, fellow of the
Chartered Institute of Horticulture
and celebrity gardener and
broadcaster, provided the address
for the ceremony at which
Moreton Morrell graduates were
awarded.
Angela Joyce said: “It was a
special day celebrating the
achievements of our graduates,
which is the culmination of years
of study, and the gateway to new
and exciting times and
possibilities.
“Many of those graduating
combined studying while holding
down a job or juggling family life,
which requires huge commitment.

College Graduates Celebrate in
Style

“At WCG we are proud that 90
per cent of our graduates move
quickly into employment or to
undertake further study.

Graduates from Moreton Morrell
College celebrated their
academic success in one of a trio
of ceremonies at St Mary’s
Church in Warwick on October
10th and 11th.

“Well done to all of our graduates,
and we wish them all the best in
the next steps of their
development.”

300 graduates from all WCG
colleges were presented with
their degrees at the church,

Rebecca Wheaver completed her
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College Update
FdSc in Equine Science at
Moreton Morrell College through
distance learning.

cont.

Community Stadium.
The course offers up to 10 hours
a week of professional coaching,
fitness training, nutritional advice,
strength and conditioning, and the
opportunity to play competitive
games in the AoC College
League and potentially the
Academy League.

She said: “I work full-time at the
British Horse Society, so being
able to do distance learning was
the perfect option. While I’ve been
studying for my degree, I actually
got a management promotion,
which was one of the reasons I
started. After a hard day at work,
there was always something new
to learn, which made me realise
why I was doing it.”

In addition, students receive daily
and matchday coaching from
Leamington's first team
midfielders Kieran Dunbar and
Kaiman Anderson, season tickets
to Leamington FC and chances to
train with the first team.
The students also study a twoyear Level 3 Extended Diploma in
Sport which focuses heavily on
the coaching principles, anatomy
and physiology and the fitness
demands required for sports
performance.

Renewed Partnership with
Leamington FC for Moreton
Morrell College

This qualification is equivalent to
three A-Levels and prepares
students to go on to higher
education or into the workplace.

Leamington FC and WCG have
announced the renewal of their
partnership and football academy
following a successful first
season.

Philippa Gerrard, Head of
Department for Sport at Moreton
Morrell College, said: “The
cooperation with Leamington FC
reflects the ambition of WCG’s
sporting programme. WCG is
committed to developing Moreton
Morrell College as a national
centre for excellence in sport and
the Football Academy, in

Launched in September 2018, the
innovative collaboration sees
WCG’s football academy students
train during the week at its
Moreton Morrell College, with the
team playing matches at Brakes’
3,000 capacity Phillips 66
14

College Update
conjunction with Leamington FC,
is at the heart of this aim.

cont.

club, particularly on match days.
Equine events go from strength
to strength

“The course provides students
with an opportunity to realise their
full footballing potential in a
professional environment under
the guidance of first-class
coaches. At the same time, our
extensive academic programme
opens up progression to degree
level courses.

The College’s equine events
calendar continues to be full, with
a wide range of different
competitions and events taking
place over the last 3 months.
These have mainly used the
covered and indoor arenas, which
thankfully mean that the poor
weather has not prevented them
from taking place.
Key events included the Area 5
points show jumping competition
on 24th November where 44
teams entered & almost 200
rounds were jumped.
Prior to that the British Dressage
Central Region British Dressage
competition was held on Sunday
17th November in the equine
arenas at the College.

“We look forward to another
successful season on and off the
pitch.”
Mark Fogarty, Football Consultant
for Leamington FC, said: “I am
delighted that the football club
and Moreton Morrell college have
renewed their partnership for the
academic year.
“We have tried to make it as
professional as it can possibly be
and to give the boys a real feeling
of being part of the club. This has
been cemented by the
appointments of first team players
Kieran Dunbar and Kaiman
Anderson as lead coaches. Both
players have been professional
footballers and have been
excellent to date.

Dates of competitive events in the
new year include:

January 11th - Area 5 Points
Show Jumping competition.

“It is our intention to give the
players the opportunity to
maximise their potential on and
off the pitch, and to give them
experiences and input into lots of
different areas around the football
15



February 22nd - British
Eventing Jump Training Final.



January 25th, February 8th,
March 15th & April 25th Unaffiliated Dressage events



January 19th, February 2nd,
March 29th, April 26th British Dressage events

Transport
Dial a Ride UBUS service in Moreton Morrell
The UBUS dial a ride community transport service operates
in Moreton Morrell and surrounding areas on Mondays,
Wednesdays & Fridays between 09:30 - 14:30.
UBUS is available to anyone who struggles to access public
transport due to mobility issues, health problems or due to
infrequent or no public transport.
Travel locally or into Stratford upon Avon to go shopping, visit
friends or attend social groups.
Single journey fate: £2.90 | Return fare: £5.80
To register with UBUS or for more information please call
01789 264491 between 09:30 - 14:30 on weekdays.
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Community

Come along and have fun with the
TABLE TENNIS CLUB

Session Dates - January 16th, February 20th
(Thursdays)
Moreton Morrell Village Hall 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm
Coffee, tea and squash provided
Next session - 16th January 2020
Funded by Moreton Morrell Parish Council

See Facebook and NextDoor.co.uk for details

Help us make The Villager!
Please continue to send your news, events, letters, photos, stories
and comments by email to cleetonjane@gmail.com
Deadline for February edition
3rd February 2020
This is your magazine, please do contribute in any way you can.

Extra copies of The Villager are left in the church

and a copy is online at www.moretonmorrellpc.co.uk
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Community
We need your clothes and shoes
Don’t forget the school has a hungry clothes monster... or a
recycling bin if you prefer!
Have your children outgrown their clothes or shoes or perhaps
you need some space for your summer wardrobe! If you have
any bedding, clothing or shoes that no longer fit or you simply no
longer want or can be bothered to repair! why not feed the blue
bin located opposite the main reception entrance to school.
The bin is emptied by an external company and the school is
paid an amount depending on the weight of the clothing.

The Silver Line is a helpline for older people that offers information,
friendship and advice 24 hours day, 365 days a year.
Originally founded by Dame Esther Rantzen, it is the only national, free
and confidential helpline for older people in the UK.
The Silver Line also offers telephone and letter befriending by matching
up a Silver Liner to a volunteer for regular conversation.
So if anyone is lying awake at night - or feeling
lonely at anytime - or is worried about a
problem that they have - and think that a chat
with someone friendly who cares might help,
please call The Silver Line on
0800 4708090 www.thesilverline.org.uk

HJ DÉCOR: PAINTER & DECORATOR,
Interior & Exterior work undertaken

Free Estimates
Reasonable prices and friendly service
No job too small
Lyndon Bufton
Mobile: 07531005579 Phone: 01926 737079
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Community
The Community Café
At Moreton Morrell Village Hall
We will be open at 11 am on

January 9th & 23rd and February 6th & 27th
Everyone is welcome.
We always have homemade cake and there is no charge for the
refreshments so why not give us a try if you haven’t done so yet.
Also with free Wi-Fi and use of the community laptop.
For information contact
Jo on 650068
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